
Bonn politician berates Peres 

B °NM ysdaewski, a West Germaa foreign policy 

veteran and Nfiddk to troubleshooter, protested strongly to Israel on 
Toesday about the phgfat of Palestinians bring under Israeli occupation. 
“Tlie events on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip fill me notoSv with 
wony and dismay but also with anger” said Mr. WlscfanewsJd. in a letter 
to Ipeb Fora® Munster Shunoa Peres published in Bonn. “As a friend 
pf the foaeh Ubour Party I can no longer keep silent about the way in 
which Palestinians are being treated by military and civil authorities " Mr 
Wischnewsla, a senior member of the opposition Social Democrats, said 
be wanted to appeal to Mr. Peres in his capacity as chairman <rf the 
Socahst In tenia tionaTs Middle East Committee. "I call upon you to 
establish inside the Israeli government that the Palestinian people’s 
,ushfi “* ftemanife , ri.hi answered po&y 
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delicate diplomatic missions. 
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justified demands torarighito self-determination are answer* 
and not militarily,” Mr. Wischnewski added. In the 1970s Mr. 
la was entrusted by then-chancellor Helmut Schmidt with a number of 
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India gets nuclear submarine 

NEW DELHI (RJ — The Soviet Union handed over a nuclear-powered 
submarine to India oq Tuesday in a lease agreement that could affect the 
maritime balance of power in South Asia, the official All India Radio said. 
The radio said the submarine was turned over to T.N. Kaul, Indian 
ambassador io Moscow, at the Soviet Far Eastern port of Vladivostok. 
The vessel was expected to sail for India within the next few days, the 
radio said. India thus became only the second Asian nation after China 
with nuclear powered warships in its Qeet. The new submarine, and other 
recent acquisitions, would allow India to project its naval influence far 
into the strategic Indian Ocean. In New Delhi, an External Affairs 
Ministry spokesman declined any comment on the transfer which has been 
the subject of speculation in the Indian press over (he past few months. 
Indian state television said the submarine was handed over to India for 
training purposes only and carried no nuclear weapons. The broadcasts 
did not specify what type of vessel was turned over to India. 
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Genscher to 
visit Damascus 

DAMASCUS (R) — West Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Hans-Diet- 
rich Genscher is expected to visit 
Syria later this month, the Syrian 
Arab News Agency (SANA) said 
on Tuesday. SANA said Mr. 
Genscher was scheduled to arrive 
in Damascus on Jan. 14. 

Iran extends draft 

NICOSIA (AP) — Compulsory 
military service in Iran has been 
increased from two years to 28 
months, Tehran Radio reported 
Tuesday. ' 

Ershad due in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AP) — President 
■Hussain Mohammad Ershad of 
Bangladesh is to visit Iraq later 
-this week, Iraqi and Bangladeshi 
Sources said Tuesday. General 
Ershad's official visit is to start on 
Thursday and will last 12 hours, 
they said. After the visit, he will 
-leave for Saudi Arabia, said the 
sources. 

Rabbi gets bomb 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli pariia- 
mentarian Rabbi Menachem 
Porush received a booby-trapped 
singing Christmas card on Tues- 



Jordan 

requests 

urgent 

U.N. 

meeting 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Jordan, as current chairman of 
the Arab group, on Tuesday re- 
quested an imm ediate meeting of 
the Security Council on the situa- 
tion in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

A U.N. source quoted by Reu- 
ter said the council was likely to 
meet on Wednesday. 

The council adopted a resolu- 
tion on Dec. 22 strongly deplor- 
ing Israeli practices and policies 
which violated the human rights 
of the Palestinian people in the 
occupied territories, the scene of 
violent anti-occupation demon- 
strations for the past month in 
which at least 26 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli troops. 

The resolution, approved by 14 
of the council's 15 members, with 
the United States abstaining, re- 
ferred particularly to gunfire by 


Israeli troops kill 2 
more Arab teenagers 

and wound 15 others 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — At least two 
Palestinian teenagers were shot dead and 15 
others wounded when Israeli soldiers opened 
fire on anti-occupation demonstrators on 
Tuesday, according to the Israeli army and 
sources quoted by news agencies. 


last week carrying the same Istan- 
bul return address with the name 
“Mr. D. Nissim.” Two Israelis 
were injured when opening one 
of the cards. 

Qadhafi, Hissene 
invited to talks 

DAKAR (AP) — Libyan leader 
Muaramar Qadhafi and Chad 
President Hissene Habre have 
been invited to take part in a 
session — due to open here Feb. 
7 — of a high-level African com- 
mittee formed to settle their bor- 
der conflict, official sources re- 
ported Tuesday. If they accept an 
invitation from Omar Bongo, 
president of Gabon, it would 
provide the first opportunity in 
years for a direct meeting be- 
tween the two bitter rivals in- 
volved in the protracted Chad 
war. 

Debts maybeciue 
to Paris murder 

PARIS (R) — Detectives probing 
Monday's shooting of a West 
German diplomat in central Paris 
believe he was murdered for pri- 
vate, possibly financial, motives 
but dc not rule out a political 
angle, police sources said on 
Tuesday, The sources said the 
victim, Siegfried Wielspuetz, 
appeared to have spent heavily 



The resolution requested 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to report back by Jan. 
20 with recommendations “on 
ways and means for ensuring the 
safety: . and , .protection oF the 
Palestinian civilians” under 
Israeli occupation. 

Since the resolution was 
adopted, Israel has arrested 
thousands of Palestinians and 
ordered the deportation of nine 
alleged to have been leaders of 
the demonstrations. 

OIC begins talks 

Meanwhile King Hassan of 
Morocco chaired a special confer- 
ence of the 15-member Jerusalem 
Committee of the Oreamsation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) to dis-. 
cuss the ongoing Palestinian up- 
rising in the occupied territories. 

OIC Secretary-General Sbar- 
ifuddin Piizadeh called on inter- 
national organisations to exert 
pressure on Israel to pull out of 
the occupied Arab territories. 


In another day of continuing 
anti-Israeli protests in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
demonstrations were reported in 
Bethlehem, the Palestinian re- 
fugee camps around Jerusalem, 
and the towns of Qalqiliya, Tul- 
karm and Ram all ah. 

The two dead Palestinians, 
whom local residents identified as 
Ali Atef Dahlan, 18, and 15-year- 
old Ahmad Nabrisi, were killed 
when Israeli soldiers opened fire 
at demonstrators in the Khan 
Younis refugee camp in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Maher Nasser, a spokesman 
for the United Nations agency 
that administers refugee camps, 
said Israeli troops in four or five 
vehicles had entered A1 Shad 
camp where demonstrations were 


taking place. He said the sky was 
black from the smoke of burning 
tyres in the town of Khan Younis 


in 


(Continued on page 3) 



A group of Palestinian boys on trial at an Israeli militar y court in 
Nablus 


British- Israeli row flares over 
Mellor’s jab at occupation 


LONDON (Agencies) — Conde- 
mnation of Israel by British Fore- 
ign Office Junior Minister of 
State David Mellor. who said 
conditions in the Jabalya refugee 
camp in the occupied Gaza Strip 
were an affront to civilised 
values, sparked a diplomatic row 
on Tuesday between the two 
countries. 

The dispute, the main front- 
page news Tuesday in the Times 
of London and other British 
newspapers and the lead item in 
radio and television news bulle- 
tins, stemmed from remarks Mr. 
Mellor made after visiting the 


Jabalya camp near Gaza City on 
Monday. 

Mr. Mellor told a British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
reporter after touring the camp 
where 52,000 Palestinians live: 
“Conditions here are I think an 
affront to civilised values. It’s 
appalling that a few miles up the 
coast (in Israel) there is prosper- 
ity ana here there is misery on a 
scale that rivals anything any- 
where in the world/' 

The British government shrug- 
ged off the Israeli anger over N<r. 
Mellor’s remarks by saying that 
the criticisms were in line with 


official British policy. 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman told Reuters that Mr. 
Mellor reflected official policy 
when he denounced Israel’s treat- 
ment of Palestinians. 

Mr. Mellor’s attack, coming 
amid the worst anti-occupation 
> tests in the West Bank and 
Strip since 1967, cast a 
shadow over British-Israeli rela- 
tions that were improving only 
slowty after an espionage scan- 
dal. 

“Clearly, his (Mr. Mellor's) 
(Continued on page 3) 


Cairo students stage anti-Israel rally 


luring his 18 months in Paris, 
piling up heavy debts. 

U.S. Senate begins 
INF debate Jan. 25 

WASHINGTON (R) — Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz will be 
the first witness at Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee hearings on 
the intermediate nuclear forces 
treaty, panel chairman 
li borne Pell said on Tuesday. 
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CAIRO (Agencies) — Riot 
ice used batons and teargas on 
Tuesday to disperse students de- 
monstrating against Israel's 
oppressive actions against Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Police sources and witnesses 
quoted by news agencies said 
about 30 students, including at 
least two women, were arrested 
outside the campus of Cairo’s 'Ain 
Shams university, where the de- 
monstration began. 

Reporters and photographers 
were barred from the campus, 
which normally is patrolled only 
by campus security men, but stu- 
dents alleged that plainclothes 
officers had entered. 

In downtown Cairo, about 200 
lawyers staged a peaceful anti- 
Israel, anti- American demonstra- 


tion in the garden of the bar 
association headquarters. They 
burned a paper replica of the 
Israeli flag. 

The protests were in a series of 
Cairo demonstrations against 
Israel that began in the middle of 
last week, three security men 
were injured and 26 people 
arrested in a protest last Friday 
after noon Muslim prayers. All 26 
have been freed on bail. 

Witnesses quoted by AP said 
Tuesday's protest at 'Ain Shams 
began when about 500 students 
from the university’s arts and law 
schools gathered on campus at 
mid-morning, shouting slogans 
condemning Israeli military mea- 
sures against Palestinian protests 
in tiie occupied territories. 

At least 24 Palestinians have 


since Dec. 8. Israel’s actions 
triggered a series of official con- 
demnations from Egypt. 

The witnesses, who spoke to 
AP on condition they not be 
identified, said the students de- 
manded that relations with Israel 
be severed and that the Israeli 
ambassador to Cairo be expelled. 
Among leaders of the sloganeer- 
ing was Magda A1 Sayed, a 
Palestinian woman enrolled at 
the university's law school. 

After the campus protest, the 
demonstrators left tne grounds 
and marched down therthorough- 
fare linking downtown Cairo with 
suburban Heliopolis, heading for 
nearby Abbassiya Square. 

At an underpass leading onto 
the square, hundreds of riot 


been killed by Israeli gunfire (Continued on page 3) 


PSP reinforces bases near ports in 
continuing stand-off with military 

BEIRUT (R) — Militiamen of 
the Progressive Socialist Party 


(PSP) reinforced positions over- 
looking their blockaded ports in 
South Lebanon on Tuesday as 
diplomatic attempts began to end 
their week-old feud with the 
military over a helicopter. 

Security sources said fighters of 
the mostly Druze PSP of Walid 
Junblatt strengthened artillery 
positions in the Sbouf mountains 
southeast of Beirut and deployed 
armoured vehicles in the footh- 
ills. 

The positions overlook PSP- 
controlled ports which have been 
blockaded since Saturday by 
forces loyal to President Amin 
Gemayel which are trying to 


force the PSP to return an air 
force helicopter. 

The French-made Gazelle heli- 
copter gunship was flown to PSP 
territory by a deserting Druze air 
force officer who said the armed 
forces were biased in favour of 
Mr. Gemayel and Christian 
officers. 

The confrontation between the 

5.000- strong PSP militia and 

15.000- strong Christian-dominated 
army heightened fears of a fresh 
round of bloodshed in Lebanon, 
tom by nearly 13 years of civil 
strife. 

The PSP, in a statement pub- 
lished tty newspapers on Tues- 
day, said the blockade was a 
declaration of war and said the 


helicopter row should be given 
“its normal size in the framework 
of the search for a political solu- 
tion." 

It said the blockade was “plan- 
ned and coordinated with the 
Israeli enemy as proved by the 
events of the last two days,' — a 
reference to Israeli raids in which 
26 people were killed. 

A military source dismissed 
this, saying: “It is natural that we 
are against any Israeli interven- 
tion in our country.” 

The PSP declared a retaliatory 
blockade of government- and 
rightist-controlled ports north of 
Beirut but has not been able to 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. mutes 
criticism 
of Israel’s 
expulsion 
orders 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States has muted its 
shaip criticism of Israel for plans 
to deport nine Palestinians and 
welcomed what it said was re- 
duced violence in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The State Department last 
week expressed its strong opposi- 
tion to deportation when Israel 
first said it might expel Palesti- 
nians deemed to be leaders of 
anti-occupation protests. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said on Mon- 
day: “Overall we’ve seen a gener- 
al lessening of violence ana that 
we welcome.” 

Asked to comment on Israeli 
plans to expel Palestinians ac- 
cused of leading the protests, he 
emphasised, “there is a judicial 
appeal process that is apparently 
still involved in these cases." 

Asked to comment specifically 
on Israel’s announced plans to 
expel nine Palestinians, Redman 
would only say that “we’ve made 
our views known on that sub- 
ject... Israeli leaders are well 
aware of our views.” 

He refused to say if Washing- 
ton had asked the Israeli govern- 
ment to reconsider its deporta- 
tion plans and also declined to say 
if the United States would accept 
any Palestinians expelled from 
Israel. 


Rifai praises Iraqi armed forces 
for their heroic,stand against Iran 


and that women set tyres alight in 
Rafah. 

The Israeli military said five 
Israeli soldiers were injured in 
stone-throwing incidents, one in 
Khan Younis and four others in 
Rafah on the border with Egypt. 

An Arab reporter who witnes- 
sed the demonstration told AP 
sporadic protests occurred in 
Khan Younis in the morning and 
about 5,000 Palestinians gathered 
Amal Square in the town 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai praised the 
Iraqi armed forces Tuesday for 
their heroic stand io the face of 
Iran's aggression on Arab soil 
and paiatribuie to the sacrifices 
that the Iraqis made in defence of 
Palestine, Jordan and Syria. 

Mr. Rifai. in an interview with 
the Iraqi News Agency (INA) on 
the eve of the anniversary of the 
founding of the Iraqi armed 
forces, also said he was sending 
greeetings from Jordan to the 
rople and armed forces of Iraq. 
Mr. Rifai said he was seizing 
the occasion to send greetings to 
and express pride in Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and the 
Iraqi armed forces, “which have 
maintained the highest morale 
and steadfastness and offered sac- 
rifices in defence of Iraqi territory 
and the Arab Nation at large 
against Iran's aggression.” 

Mr. Rifai said the Iraqi people 



and armed forces “have displayed 
rare courage in their defence of 
the Arab Nation throughout his- 
tory in the face of external 
aggression.” 

Throughout history, he said, 
the Iraqi army has been offering 
sacrifices in defence of Palestine, 
Jordan and Syria and in striving 


to maintaiu Arab identity and 
safeguarding Arab dignity. 

“History books are abound 
with honourable Iraqi stands and 
the tombs of Iraqi martyrs stand 
as witness to Iraqi blood shed in 
defence of Arab soil," Mr. Rifai 
said. “The Iraqi army will con- 
tinue to offer sacrifices in defence 
of the Arab Nation's dignity and 
honour and in repelling aggres- 
sion di reeled on sacred Arab soil 
and will continue to be a source of 
pride for ail Arabs." said the 
prime minister. 

He said that the Iraqi army “is 
now -involved in repelling aggres- 
sion from the east as it did when 
the Arab Nation was threatened 
with aggression from the west." 

The Iraqi heroes, he added, 
“had fought in defence of A1 Aqsa 
Mosque in Palestine and de- 
fended Islamic soil in the face of 
the Zionist onslaught on the Holy 
Land.” 


Syria intensifies 
Gulf mediation 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria is send- 
ing two top officials to Arab Gulf 
states in a new mediation bid to 
end the Iran- Iraq war, Arab and 
Western diplomatic sources said 
on Tuesday. 

The sources said Vice-President 
Abdul Haifan Khaddam and Fore- 
ign Minister Faroaq A1 Sharaa 
were to leave within 24 hours. 

“They will visit Kuwait and a 
number of other Gulf states with- 
in the framework of Syria's latest 
mediation efforts aimed at stop- 
ping the bloodshed in the Iran- 
Iraq conflict,'' one source said. 

The sources, who asked not to 
be named, said Mr. Khaddam 
and Mr. Sharaa were expected to 
deliver messages from President 
Hafez Al Assad on Syria’s latest 
am tacts with Iran to leaders of 
the six-nation Gnif Cooperation 


Council (GCC). 

They said a major Syrian con- 
cern was to stop Iran staging a 
new offensive into Iraqi territory 
on the southern warfront opposite 
Basra, Iraq’s second city, follow- 
ing a massive mobilisation of Ira- 
nian troops. 

One source said Western states 
would see Syrian mediation in the 
Gulf as a “positive step and a 
positive development of Syria's 
role in the region.” 

Syria’s state television said on 
Monday a shuttle by Mr. Sharaa 
last month paid off by creating a 
positive atmosphere for talks be- 
tween Iran and Arab Gulf states 
wanting an end to the seven-year- 
old war. 

It said Mr. Sharaa had carried 
(Continued on page 3) 


Carlucci 
says U.S. 
willing to 
discuss 
U.N. force 
for Gulf 

KUWAIT (AP) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary Frank Carlucci said 
Tuesday the United States was 
prepared to study a Soviet prop- 
osal for an international naval 
fleet in the Gulf, but only after 
U.N. action to enforce a ceasefire 
in the Iran-Iraq war. 

He also said he would make 
recommendations to President 
Ronald Reagan if be saw that a 
change is needed in the role of 
the U.S. naval task force now 

(Continued on page 5) 




ARAB BANK LTD 

(Established in Jerusalem, 1930 ) 


Arab Bank is pleased to announce the 
opening of a new Branch at the Fifth 
Circle Region in Jabal Amman. 

It is equipped to Carry out ali Banking 
Operations and it will receive Custom- 
ers as from Sunday 3.1.1988. 

This new branch has an extended office in Mecca 
Street and another one in Suwaifiyyah. 

ARAB BANK LTD. 


The Fjfth Circ le Branch: Tel. Nos. 

■HHBiggg: 822902 ’ 822903 ' Fax: Mo - 

Mecca Street Office: Tel. No. 816524: Fax No. 
816534; 

Suwaifiyyah Office: Tei. No. 817146; Fax No. 
817019. 
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Home - Middle East news 


Trial of Abbas Hamadei begins 


Accused Lebanese calls for 


kidnapped German’s release 


DUESSELDORF, West Germany (Agencies) — An 
alleged Lebanese kidnapper, in a dramatic cour- 
troom statement Tuesday, called for the release of 
the West German businessman he is accused of 
having abducted in Beirut 

Abbas All Hamadei went on Eckhard Hild told the crowded 


trial on charges of kidnapping 
two West Germans to win free- 
dom for his jailed brother, a 
Shi’ite Muslim accused in the 
June 1985 hijacking of a TWA 
jetliner. 

Shortly before the trial srarted 
at 9.30 a.m. (0830 GMT), kid- 
nappers still holding one of the 
West Germans hostage in Leba- 
non issued a statement. They 
accused West German authorities 
of mistreating the defendant's 
brother, Mohammad Ali 
Hamadei, who is jailed in Frank- 
furt while awaiting trial later this 
year. 

In a surprise move, Abbas 
Hamadei started the trial in 
Doesseldorf with an appeal for 
the freedom of the remaining 
hostage, Rudolf Cordes. 

“While the defence rejects any 
direct or indirect participation of 
(Abbas) Hamadei in the abduc- 
tion of Cordes, the defence calls 
on the kidnappers to set him free 
immediately,” Defence Attorney 


courtroom. 

Asked by tine of the judges 
whether it was his statement, 
Hamadei later responded in Ger- 
man: “I authorised him to read 
that statement." 

Court officials, speaking to the 
Associated Press on the condition 
they not be farther identified, 
confirmed that the statement was 
Abbas Hamadei's. 

Hamadei, sporting a frill beard, 
was dressed in a gray sportscoat 
for the first day of his trial. 

He was flanked by two security 
agents, as he entered the heavily 
guarded courtroom. While he 
was following the proceedings in 
German and answered questions 
in German, an Arabic interpreter 
was standing by if he needed any 
help. 

More than two dozen police 
officers will guard the heavily 
fortified courtroom. Witnesses 
are expected to include the defen- 
dant's brother, Mohammed Ali 
Hamadei. 


The trial may provide firsthand 
views of the TWA hijacking. 

Mohammad Ali Hamadei, who 
is in a Frankfort jail, was alleged- 
ly involved in the TWA hijacking 
that left an American sailor dead. 

Abbas Ali Hamadei is being 
held in Duesseldorf prison for the 
duration of the trial and will be 
brought back and forth from the 
courtroom in an armoured police 
van, Duesseldorf court spokes- 
man Klaus Forsen said. 


later. 

Schmidt was freed on Sept. 7, 
while Cordes remains held in 
Lebanon. 


Hamadei, 29, is accused of 
taking two West German 
businessmen hostage in Beirut in 
an attempt to force West Ger- 
many to release his brother. 

He was arrested at Frankfort 
airport on Jan. 26, 1987, after 
returning to West Germany from 
Beirut He is charged with trying 
to blackmail the West German 
government, hostage-taking and 
having illegal explosives. 

The trial is expected to end in 
March. Hamadei faces a mini- 
mum of three years in prison if 
convicted. 


Bonn security sources, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
say another brother, Abdul Hadi 
Hamadei, is the security chief of 
the Hizbollah (Party of God), a 
radical Shi’ite Muslim group with 
ties to Iran. 

In Beirut on Monday night, the 
group holding Cordes warned the 
West German authorities to be 
“careful in what they do” with 
Abbas Ali or risk severe retaiia- 


Carlucci 

cancels 


Oman visit 


According to the indictment in 
the Abbas Ali Hamadei case, the 
defendant helped arrange the 
Jan. 17, 198/, kidnapping of 
Rudolf Cordes and the abduction 
of Alfred Schmidt three days 


don. 

“(Bonn) must study carefully 
what is happening these days and 
learn from that. They must know 
that everything has a price,” the 
Freedom Struggles said in a 
statement delivered to an interna- 
tional news agency in Beirut. 

“They should take into consid- 
eration the fact that things won't 
remain as they are,” the state- 
ment said in Arabic. “They 
should know that the hostages 
card is not the only one or the last 
one. There are many other 
cards...” 


The note was accompanied by 
a black-and-white photograph of 
an exhausted-looking Cordes. 


Sudan reports border 
clashes with Ethiopia 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 
Sudanese and Ethiopian army un- 
its exchanged rocket and artillery 
fire across their frontier near 
Gizen, the latest hot spot in 
Sudan's long civil war, the official 
Sudan News Agency (SUNA) re- 
ported Tuesday. - 

If tine, it would be the first 
reported cross- border military 
engagement between the two 
north east African neighbours, 
who have been feuding for years. 
.jBoth accuse each other of sup- 
porting rebel movements in the 
other’s country. 

The news agency alleged that 
an Ethiopian unit started the fire- 
fight on Sunday, two days after 
the government claimed to have 
wrested Gizen from the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army. The 


rebels bad held the border post 
for three weeks. 


Reporting from Gizen, 590 
kilometres south east of Khar- 
toum, SUNA said the Ethiopian 
guns were “silenced” in Sunday's 
clash when the Sudanese re- 
turned fire. It said smoke boiled 
up “for a long time” on the 
Ethiopian side of the border. 

The report said one Sudanese 
soldier was injured in the ex- 
change. It said nothing about 
Ethiopian casualties. : 


Sudan contended that Ethio- 
pian troops fought with the rebel 
forces, with Cuban overseers 
acting as advisers, when Gizen 
fell and the rebels took the near- 
by town of Kurornk a month 
earlier. 


Capucci ends hunger strike 


ROME (R) — Greek Catholic 
Archbishop Hilarion Capucci 
said he was ending his hunger 
strike at midnight on Monday 
after a neauest from Palestinians 
threatened with expulsion from 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

The controversial archbishop 
told a news conference at the 
Arab League offices in Rome be 


felt “physically tired but morally 
strong” as a result of fulfilling his 
“pastoral duty.” 

An Arab League spokesman 
said the nine Palestinians had 
asked Arch. Capucci, who has 
been fasting for two weeks in 
protest at Israeli handling of un- 
rest in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, to end bis strike. 


Sweden accuses Israel of 


terrorism in Lebanon 


STOCKHOLM (R) — The 
Swedish government denounced 
Israel on Tuesday for its weekend 
air raids on southern Lebanon 
which killed 26 people, including 
children and a woman. 

“These raids are nothing other 
than terrorist actions.” the Fore- 
ign Ministry said in a statement. 

“The action cannot be con- 
doned under international law 
and demonstrates nothing but an 
Israeli desire for revenge rather 
than a wish ‘to .attain peace,” the 


statement said. 

Lebanese security sources said 
the Israeli raids on Saturday were 
seen as retaliation for a hang 
glider attack in November by the 
Damascus-based Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
-General Command, which killed 
six Israeli soldiers. 

Sweden is a strong supporter of 
the Palestinian cause and a critic 
of Israel's continuing occupation 
of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Stripy “ • 
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UAE reopens parliament 


ABU DHABI (R) - The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) president 
on Tuesday re-opened parliament 
for a two-year session after a 
year-long recess and warned that 
tiie Iran-Iraq war was a danger to 
regional security. 

“The war has led to foreign 
intervention, its continuation is a 
big mistake and greatly threatens 
Gulf security,” Sheikh Zaid Ibn 
Sultan A1 Nahayan said. 

His address to the Federal 
National Council was read on his 
behalf by Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Said A1 Gaith. 

Sheikh Zaid deplored Arab 1 di- 
vision but said the differences 


were “merely a summer cloud 
that would inevitably vanish.” 
He praised Palestinians in 
Israeli-occupied Gaza and the 
West Bank - 


“We should not remain idle 
towards this heroic epic," Sheikh 
Zaid said. He tailed on divided 
Lebanese to unite “against their 
common enemy." 


The speech emphasised the 
achievements of the UAE Fed- 
eration which seven sheikhdoms 
— Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Shariah, 
Ras A1 Khaimah, Ajman, Umm 
A1 Qaiwau and Fujairah — set up 
in 1971. 


MUSCAT, Oman (Agencies) — 
U..S. Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucci has cancelled the Oman 
leg of his cunent Gulf tour, a 
spokesman of the U.S. embassy 
said Tuesday. 

Mr. Carlucci arrived in Kuwait 
on Monday on the first leg of the 
tour, with an itinerary that also 
listed Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and 
Oman. He is also scheduled to 
visit warships of the U.S. naval 
task force present inside the Gulf 
and in the Arabian Sea off the 
Omani coast. 

The spokesman, who could not 
be identified by name under 
embassy rules, first said Mr. Car- 
lucri’s talks with Omani defence 
officials had been cancelled “due 
to unforeseen schedule con- 
flicts." 

When asked if the defence 


secretary would go through 
i. thi 


Oman nonetheless, the diplomat 
replied: “The visit to Oman has 
been cancelled.” 

Mr. Carlucci was due to have 
met the deputy premier for secur- 
ity and defence, Fahr Ibn 
Taimour A1 Said, who is also the 
uncle of the ruler, Sultan 
Qaboos. 

The U.S. spokesman said “the 
U.S. and Oman continue to share 
mutual interests. The defence 
secretary looks forward to a fu- 
ture visit with his Omani counter- 


part.” 

Attempts to get comment from 
Omani officials have so far not 
succeeded. 

But other diplomatic sources 
said that Oman had only been 
added to Mr. Cariucd's itinerary 
in the last-minute preparations 
for the trip. Mr. Carlucci is due 
back in Washington on Jan. 11. 

Meanwhile Iran predicted on 
Tuesday that U.S. naval forces in 
the Gulf will almost certainly be 
cut back and replaced by those of 
regional countries after Mr. Car- 
lucci’s current visit to the area. 

The Iranian National News 
Agency IRNA. commenting on 
Mr. Carlucci’s trip to Kuwait, 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, said 
U.S. “interference” in the region 
had triggered increased attacks in 
the Gulf, caused tension, and hit 
Washington’s * pr&tiger ' . 

“It is widely expected : tn&‘aner 
the end of the defence secretary’s 
visit, Washington will officially 
announce the reduction of its 
naval forces in the Gulf on certain 


pretexts, as a face saving mea- 
sure," IRNA said. 

The commentary, coinciding 
with Mr. Carlucci’s arrival in 


Kuwait, said six regional coun- 
tries in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) had decided in 
December “to boost military 
forces and muster up a common 
Arab force for active duty in the 
Gulf.” 

The six GCC states — Kuwait, 
Oman, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and 
Qatar — held their annual sum- 
mit last mouth in Riyadh. 


War, 



ravage 


By Alfred Taban 
Reurer 


JUBA, Sudan — Mass starvation 
is loommg in Sudan’s southern 
Equatoria province with rebels 
mining roads and blocking food 
convoys reaching emaciated re- 
fugees. 

A senior provincial official told 
Reuters that war and drought had 
brought the spectre of starvation 
to 9W,Q0Q people — representing 
75 per cent of Equatona’s entire 
population. 

Refugees arriving in the pro- 
vincial capita] Juba said people 
were dying every day from dis- 
eases related to malnutrition in 
the barren wastelands they had 
deserted. 

They cited Nimule on the 
Ugandan border as one of the 
worst-affected areas. 

This reporter, on a two-week 
tour of the region, saw 7,000 
destitutes ekeing out an existence 
in Lulugu Refugee Camp on the 
outskirts of Juba, largest town in 
southern Sudan. 


Children with matcbstick legs 
dune to exhausted mothers too 
weak to breast-feed them and 
men were reduced to walking 
skeletons. The camp depends en- 
tirely on erratic food handouts 
which were becoming increasing- 
ly rare. 

"Twice I was attacked and 
beaten up because I dared to tell 
them there was simply no food and 
they should wait,” said an official 


of the private relief agency Sudan 
Aid. 

Those in Lulugu. camp are 
among 40,000 displaced south- 
erners who have trekked to Juba 
to escape the dvii war raging in 
other parts of Equatoria. 

For more than four years, the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) in the mainly Christian 
and animist south has foughr to 
topple the central Khartoum gov- 
ernment in the predominantly 
Muslim and Arab north. 

The fighting has made home- 
less at least two million of the 
south’s six million people. 

Officials said the rebels were 
mining roads and blowing up 
bridges, which meant few food 
convoys could get through to 
Equatoria from neighbouring 
Kenya, Zaire and Uganda. 

Some 1,000 tonnes of food sent 
by the European community has 
been stuck in north east Zaire for 
three months because the SPLA 
sabotaged a bridge inside south- 
ern Swan. 

Equatoria has been the least 
affected of the three southern 
regions by the bush war. Yet an 
estimated 100,000 people have 
lost their cattle, their land or their 
homes in the conflict. 

In Lulugu, few men seemed, to 
have the energy or the will to do 
anything and all in the camp 
depend on relief food. 

rive days before Christmas, a 
Work! Food Programme consign- 
ment arrived in Juba by plane 


Vt 

from Khartoum. *!< 4 

“Without that ‘ . .. 

there would have been total ■’ ^ 
chaos here,” said Samuel Kenyi. s ' 
administrative manager of a con- 
sortium of relief agencfes operat- 


ing m 


ling would be left of tk 
consignment by the end of Janu. 

ary, he added. 

Erratic rams mean draught for 
some areas this year asd ughijag 
has disrupted agricultural cycles. 

Juba’s Director of Agriculture 
Wesley Malawa Chicago said 
drought bad wiped out 57 per 
cent of Equatoria V food needs 
for 1988 and 900.000 people Wore 
facing starvation. 

“Right now, we in Juba juc 
beginning to feel the hunger. 
Unless we get some aid to see us 
through to June when the next 
crop is expected from the Yci 
district, we will have a serious 
problem,'' said Equatorial De- 
puty Governor Morris. Lawiya. 

Lquaroria's productive Yei dis- 
trict has traditionally bailed but 
the rest of the region with food 
but this has now changed, gov- 
ernment officials said. .. 

SPLA rebels appeared in Tfci 
last Augnst for tne first timek 
early December, they launched a . 
missile attack on the area. ■ 

“Nobody is planting anymore * 
because people in Ye\ have run 
away or they just do not fee] like 


n.n 


*ii 

i** 


doing anything for fear of losing 
whatever they have planted,* 


said Mr. Chicago. 


5 admit Karachi hijack; deny killings 


RAWALPINDI , Pakistan (R) — 
Eve Palestinians on trial for hi- 
jacking a U.S. airliner in 1986 
said on Tuesday they had meant 
to blow it up over a strategic 
target in Israel. 

In a defiant statement to a 
Pakistani court, they said they 
had planned to free the 400-odd 
hostages first and blamed the 
carnage which ended the hijack 
on Pakistani commandos. 

Four armed men seized a Pan 
Am Jumbo Jet when it was taking 
on passengers at Karachi airport 
on Sept. 5, 1986. The ordeal 
ended in a blaze of gunfire 14 


hours later, leaving 22 passengers 
a more than 100 


and crew dead anc 

inMpd/,. : - 

The five Palestinians, who face 
the death penalty, have pleaded 
not guilty to charges of hijacking 
and murder. 

But the statement from their 
leader Salman Ali AI Turki, after 


the trial had lasied three months, 
made dear they were not denying 
attempting to seize the Boeing 
747. 

“We came to Pakistan to hijack 
an American aeroplane to in- 
stantly draw the whole world 
attention towards Palestine, 
which was bleeding,” it said. - . 

“Our aim was to hijack the 
plane, free all the hostages and to 
take the plane to various coun- 
tries to get the release of 1,500 
Palestinian freedom-fighters.” 

The statement, which took 
three-quarters of an hour to read, 
made an impassioned defence of 
their action, coupled with bitter 
attacks on Israel and the United 
# Stales. 

---Quoting liberally from the 
Koran it said armea struggle was 
the only way to free their home- 
land. 

"Our aim was to fly the plane 
towards some sensitive strategic 


centre of the Zionist enemy 'and 
to blow it (up) there with ns 
inside." it said. “By this. we 
would have struck at American 
imperialism." - 
“We were extremely dejedto^ 
that we could not achieve 'our 
goal due to the delaying tactics 
adopted by Pakistani author- 
ities." ■' 

“In feet they- were preparing - 
for a commando action and wait- - 
ing for an appropriate time, for 
k. the statement said. “Tfiey 
attacked the aeroplane without 
caring about the lives of the 
innocent passenger* op board, 
except the Americans.* 

Another of the defendants,' 19- 
year-old Mansoor AI Rashid, was 
more specific. Asked about .the 
19 killings listed on the charge- 
sheet when bis turn to answer 
prosecution questions came, .lie 
said: "AU these persons wire 
killed by commandos.” 


Guards foil hijack attempt oyer Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Revolutionary 
Guards foiled a hijack attempt by 
Iranian dissidents brandishing a 
hand grenade aboard an airliner 
over Iran, the Iranian News 
Agency IRNA said on Tuesday. 

Members of the outlawed Mu- 
jahedeen Khalq (MKO) group 
opposed to the regime of Ayatol- 
lah Ruboliah Khomeini boarded 
the aircraft in the capital Tehran 
for the flight to Mashhad, near 


the Soviet and Afghan borders in 
eastern Iran. 

IRNA, monitored in Cyprus, 
gave few details of the attempted 
hijack but indicated that as the 
hijackers moved to seize the 
plane during the flight. Revolu- 
tionary Guards seized them. 

Quoting a report from the Isla- 
mic Revolution’s Guard Corps 
headquarters on the hijacking last 
week, IRNA said “...the airliner 


landed at Mashhad airport 
safely” 

It added that ”... An unidenti- 
fied number of the MKO mem- 
bers were arrested and a grenade 
seized during the aborted hijack- 
ing attempt.” 

Two dissidents forced, a 
crowded airliner carrying 303 * 
people to Rome in late 1984 after 
using dummy bombs in their hi- 
jack. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 


2MM Evening Show 

21 M News Summary 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


2145 Evening Show ConUL 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15J0 Koran 

1530 Programme Review 

1555 Cartoons 

16:10 Children's programme 

17:10 IsauraGfoboTV 

17:35 Programme on Jordanian tun- 


ing: 

21:55 News Summary 

22M Evening Show Continued 

23:00 News Summary 

2345 Evening Show Continued 

ZW7 News Headlines 

24£0 Close Down 


CHILDREN’S FILMS 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection ot military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Gly. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 


ft Children's French Rims and cartoons 
at 1030 a.m. at the Haya Arts Centre 
(Jan. 3 to 7). 


SERVICE CLUBS 


IMS Local series 

1940 Cairo Newsletter 

19:10 Religious programme 

19rf0 Programme review 

20*0 News in Arabic 

2fc36 Arabic series 

21 JO Studio of Art 

22J0 Wrestling 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

23:30 Wresliing (contd.) 


639. 720, 1323 KHz 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 Champs Elysees 

1940 News in French 

19:15 Aujourd' Hui En Jordanie 

19J0 News in Hebrew 

I9-A5 Sports Magazine 

News in Arabic 

20J0 Valerie 

21.-00 Documentary— Well-Being 

21:35 Alfred Hitcfaradc 

22M News in English 

22J0 HoodPude 


RADIO JORDAN 


OfeM World News 06:99 24 Hours: 
News Summary 06J0 Being Human 
•6:45 The World Today 07ra0 News- 
desk 07:30 Meridian 08.-00 World News 
0M9 24 Hours: News Summary 08J0 
Development '87 99:60 World News 
09ri)9 Reflections 09:15 Classical Re- 
cord Review 09 JO Development '88 
lOiOO World News 10dW British Press 
Review 10:15 The World Today 10JO 
Financial News; Sports Roundup 10rt5 
Dave Geliy's Songbook 11:00 News 
Summanr; Omnibus II JO Financial 
News; Sports Roundup 1L45 Stuart 
Col man's Record Hop 12:00 World 
News 1249 News About Britain 12:15 
Natural Selection 12:25 A Letter from 
Wales 1230 Back to Square One LfcOO 
Radio Newsreel 13:15 Being Human 
13:25 The Farming World 1X30 Meri- 
dian 13:45 Sports Round-up 14:60 
World News 14:09 24 Hours: News 

Summary 14 JO Develop men t '87 14:45 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


■Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Chnlre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Gty 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A .: 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 


Lams Amman Gob. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at tnc Hob- 
day Inn, 1 JO p.m. 

Lions Phitaridpna dab. Meetings ev- 
ery second ana fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7:30 pan. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn,. 
1:30 p.m. a 

Rotary dab. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, £00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Clab. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 826534, 
817534. 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5. where it 
-should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


CHURCHES 


855 KHz. AM & 99 MHz, FM 
& partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Td: 774111-19 


Sports Roundim 15dm News Sum- 
mary; Outlook 15:30 Development *88 


MUSEUMS 


07:00 Light Music 

07:30 TNewsdesk 

08:00 Morning Show 

10:00 News Summary 

Hk05 Morning Show Conlo. 

11:00 Men front the Ministry 

11-30 Songs from Movies 

LfaOl News Summary 

1X05 Readings 

12J0 Pop Session 

13:00 News Summary 

13^5 Pop Session 

14:90 News Bulletin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

1430 Easy Listening 

15:00 Concert Hour 

16:00 News in Summary 

16:95 Instrumentals 

16J0 Old Favourites 

17:00 Jordan Weekly 

17:30 Pop Session 

1W0 News S umm ary 

IM5 Sdence Report 

1&30 Music 

News Desk 

1&36 Date with a Star 


15:45 Report on Religion I&90 Out- 
look: 5-Minule News 16:15 A Personal 
Look at Remembrance 16:30 Don't 
Slop Now. It's Fundation 17:00 World 
News 17:15 A Personal Look at Re- 
membrance 17:30 Flying the Flag 17:45 
The World today I8-ob Worm News 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


MW 1260 & SW 7200. 9565. 11740. 

11925 and 15210 Hz 


06:00 News 06:10 Newsline 06 JO VOA 
Morning 07:00 News 07:10 Newsline 
07 JO VGA Moraine 08:00 News 08:10 
Newsline 08:30 VOA Morning 09^00 
News 09:10 Newline Q9JCT VOA 
Morning 18:90 News 18:10 NewsHne 
■18 JO Music USA 1 * 0 I News 19:10 
Focus 19J0 Special English New & 
Features afcflO News 2&10 Newsline 
20J0 Magazine Show 21:00 News 
21:10 Focus 21J9 Special F- mjkh 
News & Features 22.-0O News 22:10 
Newsline America 22JD Music USA 
Jazz 2340 News & Editorial 23:15 
Music USA Jazz 24*0 News 00:10 
World Report 


Child rats Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Cosed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). Tbe Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening, tours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal AI Qal'a 
(utadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.-5.Q0 p.m. (Fridays and official 


O^Ttuct^ a m 10 

n.n n . ■ . 


Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Centura orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah Jabal Liiwcibdeh. Opening hours; 
10.00 a.m. - 1 JO p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 
63012j|! m ^ ose< i Tuesdays. Tel. 


St Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 

Church of the Anundatioa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibden. Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
Tarastmta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of tbe A nn u nc i at ion (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Tel. 678906, 
chaplain's residence (el. 601359. 
Arnuuba Catholic Church Ashrafieh, 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisam. Td. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m.. Rev, N. 
Smir, tel. 811295 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Interdenominational-ecumenical En- 
|bsh&rvia: Saturday at 630 p.m. id. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) Tel. 815817. 
821264. 


09:15 Aqaba RJ 

69-JO Cairo (RJ) 

09J0 Kuwait (RJ 

09J0 Damascus RJ 

69J0 DhahrantRJ) 

10:00 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ 

16:45 Cairo RJ 

17:40 Athens RJ 

17 JO .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ 
18:05 Los Angeles. Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

18:15 London, Geneva 

18:15 Istanbul 

18 -J0 Madrid, Belgrade 

18:45 Bangkok 

18:45 Riyadh , _ 

19 J0 Larnaca (add.) (RJ) 

23J5 Baghdad 


06 JO Cairo. London (BA 

08J0 Larnaca, Zurich (SR 

08 JO Beirut (ME 

08:40 Tripoli (PK 

1*20 Cairo (MS 

12:10 Rome(AZ) 

1X00 Tripoli (LN 

13:45 Doba.Afru Dhabi. Muscat (GF 

14:00 Sana’a (m 

15:00 Kuwait (KU) 

16:40 Medina. Jeddah (SV 

28:00 Baghdad (LA) 

23:15 Karachi (PK) 


PRAYER TIMES 


85:11 Fajr 

96J4 (Sunrise) Duha 

11=40 Dbuhr 

14:23 Asr 

HM6 Maghreb 

1L99 Isha 


Amman goveraorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Gvil Defence frbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Quwasmeh 770733 

Civil Defence Deir AUa 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

PdJkerescue 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390’! 

Electric Power Co. 636381 .'4. 624881 
Municipal water complaints 771 125/8 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport (08)53330/60 


AMMAN: ? 

Dr. Hisham Abu Arqoub 893122 

Dr. Dawoud Al-Samnoari 778526 

Dr. Mousa Bashir 615487 

Dr. Joseph Imscih 770560 

Firas pharmaev .....661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 787336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

NairouUi pharmacy :. 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 


TAXIS: _ 

K a wali taxi 636730 

Taxina taxi 644660 

Tamer Luri - 666467 

Raghdaniaxi 842400 

Raqab taxi — 736«8 

Say el taxi 776131 


HOSPITALS 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ali AI Oman 272032 

Sharaa' phar ma cy 785825 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Tuesday rates 

Local seU/boy /ares in Os 
Belgian franc 97.7 / 100.2 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


07:40 

09J5 


Karachi (PK' 

.Cairo 


II JO Damascus (IY) 

ail (LIST) 


11:45 Kuwait . 

12:19 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF 1 . 

13riW Damascus (IY) 

13:40 Kuwait (KU 

15:00 Jeddah. Medina (SV 

21:40 Paris. Damascus (AF 

22J5 Tripoli (PK 


Dutch guilder 181.8/ 187 

French franc 60.5 1 62.2 

Italian lira 27.7/ 28.5 

Japanese yen (for 100) ... . 263 J/ 269.8 

Swedish crown 56 21 57.7 

Swiss franc 251.4/ 259 2 

U.K. sterling pound 610.6 625 -3 

U.S. doDar 329.7/ 335.6 

W. German mark 204.4 210.4 


WEATHER 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kfeafcii Matemilv. J. Amn ._ 64428L*b 
AkSch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaBias. J. Amman ....' 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shracisaoi Hospital 66913! 

University Hoaiital S4S845 

Al-Muasfier Hospital 667227 "9 

Tbe Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-AMi, Abdali 6641(4/6 

Italian. ALMubaireen 7771013 

Al-Basta'r. J . Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Anny.Marka 1891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

Dr.ZladS. Ju'ertcm ~ 
Khafifeh pharmacy 




GENERAL 


Jordan Tefevnaoo JffiiKlo 

Radio Jordan 774IUM 

Ministry of Tourism 

Hold cpmpfetms 666*S 

Price complaints — ..; 6W 

Telephone Information . « 

Jordan aad Middle East calls ^ 


Overseas calls , 


Repair service. 


11 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


07 JO 

10:00 

II JO Vienna, New' Yc 

I WO Athens i 

12J0 Cairo 

J3J0 Riyadh) 

14^0 Geneva. London! 

19J5 Kuwait 

Ij£40 Dhahranl 

19J0 Bahrain, Doha | 

I9J5 Baghdadi 

■NfcM - Jeddah 

20:15 Cairo i 

3h45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai 


It will be foggy in the morning, 
especially in tbe mountainous area; 
and win be partly cloudy to cloudy, 
with chances for scattered rain. Winds 
will be southwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be partly dondy. with 
chances for scattered rams. Winds will 
be northerly moderate and calm sea. 


MARKET PRICES 


Minima*, temp. 

Amman 4 / 9 

Aq«ba 13/18 

Deserts 4/16 

Jordan Valley 14 1 19 



temperatures: Am- 
iba 15. Humidit v readings: 
per ecu. Aqaba 80 per 


Uppqrihwer price in Gb per kg. 
Apple (different kmds) ...... 300 /SO 

Apple (Freod>) 420/360 

Banana 350 < 300 

Banana (Mukauanar) 300 / 240 

Beans 3ft) / 140 - 

Bea» (broad) 500/400 

Cabbage 7U/ 40 

Carrot. 240 / 200 

Cauliflower : 90/ 60 

Cucumbers 250 / 200 

Dates (bux) 121)0 ' 1000 

anrllarart 90/ 60 

it (small}, 14(1 / 1UU 

Ik 350 1 250 


Grapefruit 130. RM 


Lemon-. IJ0'U» 

• Uit 


Mandarin ISOM# 

Marrow *0 ' 

Onfon(erccB) I20 -. . 

Onion (orv) 2Wl;Tlw 

Oranges (Abu sura) 2SQ- 

Oranges (Shammonli) '230 ' Ml 

Potato : 15ft Wl , 

Raddish 70' *1; 

Spinach t.W . 

Tomatoes .:. 170.’ W| 

1M> iVffr 


Turnip 
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Ministry plans to give electorate 

.more time to obtain voter card 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


p . sidering reopening registration to 
t allow more eligible Jordanian vo- 
: ters obtain their individual voter 
^ioentification cards needed for 
^casting a ballot in future par- 
; ’fiameataxy elections. 

The decision, to be announced 
■ : soon by Interior Minister Rajai 
.. ■'Dajani, will give Jordan's 827,353 
. eligible electorate a period open 
'for one year (ending Decemoer 
1988) to fill needed applications 
p "for issuing the card. 

; ; Mr. Dajani said the step would 
be taken “to allow au those 
_ (electorate) who failed to obtain 
the card and others, whose condi- 
V tions did not allow them to pro- 
'core the document, to do so." 
‘./Following a five-month' pro- 
V. ' cess which ended Thursday, offi- 


cial figures revealed that only 
219,882 (equal to 26.6 per cent) 
of Jordan’s eligible voters have 
obtained these cards. 

The final figure drew mixed 
reactions from both the public, 
and officials. 

While Mr. Dajani described 
the Dec. 31 turnout as “close to 
previous forecasts,” a number of 
other officials and potential 
candidates tensed the count as 
well-below the anticipated 
average. 

They based their judgement on 
the fact that not more than be- 
tween 50 to 60 per cent of the 
eligible electorate participated in 
previous by-elections which were 
oeld in Jordan since 1984. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Dajani said his to-be- 
announced decision — to extend 
the registration period for issuing 
the card — emanated from “a 
firm realisation" that a large por- 
tion of the electorate have not 


Committee proposes plan to ease 
traffic, beautify downtown Amman 


iiii$ 
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. AMMAN (Petra) t — Greater 
. \ Amman Municipality has been 
' presented with a plan which en- 
^ tails preserving a number of side 
streets in the capital for pedes- 
j trians only and for building an 
overpass for the benefit of pedes- 
r> trians crossing the main streets at 

* ‘downtown Amman . 

"The plan, presented to the 

■ .municipality board at a meeting 

* Tuesday, proposed that side 
v streets linking King Talal Street 
jr' with the SaqrAl Sail Street (built 

: pn top of Amman stream) be 
‘preserved for pedestrians, and 
‘ that an oveipass be built over the 
King Faisal street to ease traffic 
-.‘congestion and to help develop 
' ’.the central shopping centre of the 
capital. 

The plan, prepared by a tech- 
' ; J "nical committee, proposed 
* 1 changes in the direction of traffic 
' and setting up new terminals for 
.buses and service taxis down- 
. . town. 

' The plw also envisages bufld- , 
"■ ing . a wide and long stairway ’’ 
linking Qala'a (the Gtadel) area 

■ * . to downtown Amman to benefit 
: ‘ pedestrians and to prevent con- 

''gestion in the downtown area. 

. , . The stairway project, the plan 
• showed, would allow for excava- 
tion on the Qala’a archaeological 
site to continue and for a museum 
- . to be built nearby to house arte- 
facts. 

- •• Addressing the meeting, Am- 
•man Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf A1 
.Rawabdeh said that the munid- 
•pality aims to develop the central 




op 


Greater Amman Mayor Abdul Ra’oirf A1 Rawabdeh chairing the 
meeting of the mnnidpafity board on Tuesday f Petra photo) 

districts and shopping centres in carrying out development pro 
Amman with a view to create an jects in downtown Amman 
investment climate while at. the This situation, he said, has als< 


carrying out development pro- 
jects in downtown Amman. 

This situation, be said, has also 
same time preserving the aesthe- adversely affected the quality of 
tic and traditional character of services and commerdal and 
the city. touristic activities in the area. 

The munidpality spares no ‘ r . . 

efforts in the attempts to intro- Following the two speeches, a 
,(Juc$,. improvements flt.dftjeut , *9 

possible cost and with the rium-i ^bvernoT 


mum damage to districts while 
going ahead with development 
projects, the mayor said. 

Mr. Rawabdeh added that the 
plans contained in die commit- 
tee’s report to the munidpality 
came as a result of deep studies 
over the past three years. 

Mr. Kama) Jallouqa, director 


of the municipality’s planning de- 
partment also addressed the 
meeting saying that due to the 
traffic congestion and the narrow 
streets planners face difficulties in 


‘Which 'Amnf'ah GbvemoT 
Mohammad Ali AI Amin along 
with the director of the Traffic 
Department the president of the 
Amman Chamber of Industry and 
several leading members of the 
Greater Amman Municipal 
Council took part 

The technical committee will 
hold another meeting next Tues- 
day to put the finishing touches to 
the plan before submitting it to a 
higher steering committee 
chaired by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai. 


: Cairo 

students 

. ? . 

stage 

protest 

(Continued from Page I) 
police aimed with batons waded 
into the marchers, beating .many 
of them, the witnesses said. 

■ As the students began to dis- 
perse, police burled teargas canis- 
ters at them. Some ran back to 
the campus, and others fled onto 
side streets. 

■■ : Interior Minister Zaki Badr on 
Monday accused Islamic fun- 
damentalists of plotting to burn 
down shops and the Jewish syna- 
gogue in central Cairo. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Boutros Gbali told repor- 
ters be had asked West European 
countries to urge Israel stop its 
repressive measures against 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. ... 

- On Monday, President Hosni 
Mubarak said that the anti-Israeli 
protests in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip proved beyond doubt 
that Israel could not ignore the 
Palestinian problem. 

; He urged Israel to join Egypt 
m conv ening an international 
Middle East peace conference to 
put an end to the vicious cycle of 
violence in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

’ Mr. Mubarak was addressing a 
banquet in honour of Bangla de sh 
President Mohammad Hossain 
Eishad, who is on a four-day visit 
foEgypt. 

; “Israel must cooperate with 
f^gypt to resume the peace march i 
%ot^ the convening of an in- 
ternational conference to put an J 
end to tins frightful cycle of vio- 
lence and repression,” Mr. 


Nimr, Swedish parliamentarian 
discuss regional problems 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministry of Jordan’s efforts to convene the 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Gener- international conference. Mr. 
al Nabih Al Nimr Tuesday re- Gustafsson, member of the par- 
viewed with (he visiting member liament from the ruling Social 
of the Swedish parliament, Mr. Democrats Party Monday started 
Stig Gustafsson the latest de- a three day visit to Jordan, during 
velopments in the region, particu- which he held and will hold meet- 
lari y the fran-Iraq war. The two mgs with parliamentarians and 
officials also discussed the Am- government officials. On Toes- 
man summit which was held in day, Mr. Gustafsson also met 
November and exchanged views with three deputies from the 
on the efforts to end the Gulf war West Bank ana conferred with 
and to find a settlement to the Director of UNRWA affairs in 
Arab-Israeli conflict Jordan EJe Saaf. His visit to 

Jordan, is part of a Middle East 
tour which will take him to Egypt 
and the occupied West Bank, to 
get information on the situation 
in the region. Mr. Gustafsson will 
meet with Minister of Occupied 
Territories Affairs Marwan 
Dudin today and will visit the 
Roman ruins in Jerash before 
leaving Amman on Thursday 
morning. 


In a telephone interview with 
the Swedish Ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Mr. Lars Lonnbach, he said 
that Mr. Gustafsson during his 
meeting with Mr. Al Nimr ex- 
pressed his country’s support for' 
the efforts to hold an internation- 
al peace conference to solve the 
Middle East question. He also 
reiterated his coon try’s support of 


PSP reinforces positions 


(Continued from Page 1) 
enforce the measure. 

A piOrSyrian source told Reu- 
ters the PSP would return the 
helicopter if the military unco- 
vered the killers of Prime Minis- 
ter Rashid Karami, who was 
assassinated last June. 

Mr. Junblatt has accused Mr. 
Gemayel of ordering the kilimg. 

The source said the PSP also 
wanted the mih'taiy to appoint a 
new Druze chief of staff and 
immediately end the blockade. 

' PSP sources said Mr. JunWatt, 
also Lebanon’s transport, tourism 
and public works minister, left for 
Damascus on Monday night for - 
talks with Syrian officials on ways 
to break the deadlock. 

Syria, the main foreign power- 
broker in Lebanon, tola the PSP 
and the army co mm and on Mon- 


day the issue should be tackled 
calmly and without threats and 
intransigence, the pro-Syrian 
source said. 

Telecommunication Minister 
Joseph Hashem told Beirut’s Al 
Safe newspaper that diplomatic 
contacts were “focused on finding 
a way out to save the army’s 
face. 

In enforcing the blockade, 
apparently aimed at cutting food, 
fuel and arms shipments to the 
PSP, military patrol craft inter-' 
crated a Greei-flag cargo vessel 
sailing from the PSP-controlled 
port of Jiyeh. 

Jiyeh, five kilometres north of 
Sidon, was seized by the PSP 
when it overran the Shouf four 
years ago after driving rightist 
militiamen and units of the 
Lebanese army from the area. 
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yet” romprehended the importance 
of tiie aoCBifient. Hence, more 
time iy' needed to allow the 
electorate obtain their personal 
voter documents.” 

The document is a must for any 
citizen who intends to exercise his 
or her basic democratic rights in 
electing their representatives to 
the Lower House of Parliament, 
according to Jordan's new elec- 
toral law endorsed by parliament 
in 1986. 

Though the value of this docu- 
ment among the general public is 
ratheT new, Mr. Dajani together 
with other officials and parlia- 
mentarians said the card was a 
key element in guaranteeing 
organised elections, securing in- 
dividual freedom while choosing 
die candidate, and more impor- 
tantly, circumventing any acts of 
forgery and manipulation which 
were allegedly practised! by some 
voters in previous by-elections. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles Al Jariri family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday dele- 
cted Assistant Chief of Royal Protocol Ahnan Al Majali to 
convey condolences to Al Jarai family over the death of Nimeh 
Bakr AI Jariri. 

U of J opens new computer premises 

AMMAN (Petra) — A new building to house the computer 
section at the University of Jordan was opened Tuesday in a 
ceremony attended by umveraty president. Dr. Abdul Salam A! 
Majali. Dr. Majali toured the different parts of the new building 
and was briefed on the functions of the two computers which were 
installed there. One of the computers has a capacity of 64 million 
bites and the other 32 million. The two computer will be used to 
train students and will also be at the disposal of researchers to 
help promote education in addition to registering students. 


Zarqa prepares for Arbor Day 

ZARQA (Petra) — Agriculture Department in Zarqa has 
distributed 120,000 forest saplings to citizens and municipalities in 
the governorate in preparation for the Arbor Day which falls on 
Jan. 15, Director of Agriculture Department in Zarqa Governo- 
rate Mohammad Al Lawzi said on Tuesday. Mr. Lawzi said that 
the area of forest land in the governorate is 49,500 dunams. 

3,355 eligible voters for Ajloun elections 

AJLOUN (Petra) — The number of voters to the municipal 
elections in Ailoun totalled 3,355, Ajloun District Governor 
Mohammad Talhouni said on Tuesday. Elections of the munidpal 
council will be held on Jan. 13. 

Farmers granted JD 1,106,400 in loans 

KARAK (Petra) — The Agricultural Credit Corporation (ACC) 
granted loans of JD 1,106,400 to fanners in Karak Governorate to 


granted for constructing drip irrigation networks and for purchas- 
ing and constructing plastic houses as well as pumps and 
generators. In Ma'an Governorate, the ACC also offered JD 
87,000 in loans to farmers to invest in growing vegetables and field 
crops and in purchasing agricultural macmneiy. 


JNRCS urges Red Cross 
to stop Israel’s expulsions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society' 
(JNRCS) has sent a cable to the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva 
urging it to exert all efforts to 
stop the Israeli authorities from 
deporting Arabpepplefrom their 
. homeland.' 

The cable, sent by JNRCS 
President Ahmad Abu Qoura, 
referred to Article 49 of the 
Geneva Convention which safe- 
guards civilians in times of war. 

The JNRCS said Israel’s plan- 
ned deportation of Arabs is a 
dear violation of the internation- 
al humanitarian law. 


A lawyer for the Arab youths 
to be deported said that be had 
filed an appeal and an Israeli 
review board is today due to 
reexamine the cases. The lawyer 
said that if the board upheld the 
decision on deportation an appeal 
will be made to the high court. 


British-lsraeli row flares 


(Continued from Page 1) 

reaction in the camp was a 'per- 
sonal reaction to the conditions 
there. That said, he didn’t say 
anything that has not already 
been laid down in official govern- 
ment policy many times,” the 
spokesman added. 

Asked if he considered Mr. 
Meflor’s remarks 'a diplomatic 
affront to the Israelis, the Foreign 
Office spokesman replied: “IBs 
remarks were bound to have 
more impact made where they 
were. But we’ve said these things 
before and no one has taken any 
notice.” 

Britain backs international calls 
for an Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied territories. 

Relations between Britain and 
Israel were badly shaken in 1986 
when Israeli nuclear technician 
Mordechai Vanunn vanished in 
London after telling the Sunday 
Times that Israel was producing 
nuclear weajjons. 

On trial m Israel for treason 
and espionage, Vanunu accused 
die Israeli secret service of kid- 
napping him — a charge that 
brought fierce protests from 
London. 

Mr. Mellor, touring Jabalya 
with Israeli officials on Monday, 
described conditions as an affront 
to civilised values. 

“I am very shocked. I defy 
anyone to come here and not be 
shocked.” 

The Israeli embassy in London 
condemned what it tailed Mr. 
Mellor’s unbalanced statements, 
saying they encouraged “extrem- 
ism and disturbances.” 

The Foreign Office spokesman 
said Mr.. Mellor might expect 
some lively debate when he met 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres ami Prone Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir on Tuesday. 

“It might be that it becomes a 
little uncomfortable at times, but 
be (Mr. Mellor) wouldn’t expect 
it to be otherwise.” 

Criticism of Mr. Mellor was not 
limited to Israel. 

The Times of London aroused 
him of acting irresponsibly and 


simplifying the situation in the 
Middle East. 

“For him to air his opinions so 
glibly raises serious questions ab- 
out his political wisdom,” an 
editorial said. 

But the right-wing Daily Tele- 
graph said Mr. Mellor’s remarks 
reflected growing international 
impatience with Israel. “Israel is 
no respecter of others’ opinions,' 
it said. 

A senior Israeli government 
official later played down the row 
over Mr. Mellor' s remarks, 
saying Britain was “a country 
friendly to Israel.” 

The Foreign Ministry director- 
general, Yossi Beilin, was quoted 
by an aide as saying Mr. Mellor’s 
public upbraiding of the Israeli 
officer in the Gaza Strip was 
“regrettable and unnecessary.” 

Mr. Mellor berated an Israeli 
colonel at the Jabalya refugee 
camp after a resident said his 
14-year-old son had just been 
arrested with other boys for 
throwing stones. 

“"Why were they arrested? I 
saw no stones. Why were they 
arrested, colonel? I think you 
should look into this immediate- 
ly. This is not good, not good at 
all,” Mr. Mellor said in the pre- 
sence of reporters. 

Tbe Jerusalem Post,- Israel’s 
English-language daily, said Mr. 
Mellor “clearly exceeded the 
bounds of propriety by trying to 
score points on camera at tbe 
expense of a lieutenant-colonel 
who was going about his duties.” 

Tire newspaper said the inci- 
dent would further heat op what 
was already expected to be a 
tense meeting with Mr. Shamir. 

The Post reported Mr. Shamir 
was already unhappy because of 
difficulti es in arranging an official 
visit to Britain for hims elf. 

Tbe newspaper said Mr. Sha- 
mir was also peeved because Brit- 
ish Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher openly backed Foreign 
‘Minister Shimon Peres, Mr. Sha- 
mir’s political rival, in the row 
between tbe two men over an 
international Middle East peace 
conference. 


British Labour MP affirms 
party commitment to hold 

international talks on M.E. 


By Najwa Nqjjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — There is no significant difference of 
any kind between the British Labour Party and the 
Conservative ruling party’s policies on the Palesti- 
nian question, and only minor disagreements exist 
over the Gulf war, said Gerald Kaufman, spokes- 
man for the British Labour Party. 


On Monday, Minister of Occu- 
pied Territories Affairs Marwan 
Dudin condemned Israel’s plans 
for expelling nine Palestinians 
charged by Israel of inciting anti- 
occupation protests in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Dudin described as a 
popular uprising the' protests 
which reportedly resulted In the 


“We agree that an internation- 
al peace conference should be 
held under the United Nations 
auspices, with the Palestinian 
people properly represented in- 
volving all concerned parties and 
the five permanent Security 
Council members," Mr. Kauf- 
man said Monday at a lecture 
held at the Plaza Hotel. 

Mr. Kaufman, who is also sha- 
dow prime minister, said that the 
Labour Party had “decided that 
there must be security for Israel 
and sovereignty for the Palesti- 
nians.” 

Three options are available to 
the Israelis, he said. “Withdraw- 
ing from the occupied territories 
to acceptable boundaries is in the 
best interest of all living there. It 
will ensure the continuation of a 
Jewish homeland with a Palesti- 
nian minority, and create a 
Palestinian entity with arrange- 
ments for self determination and 
Jews living there.” 

One of the other alternatives is 
maintainin g the status quo, which 
Mr. Kaufman said would mean 
continued demonstrations. The 
other option for Israel is annexing 
die occupied territories and giv- 
ing the 1.5 million Palestinians 
full citizenship. But. Mr. Kauf- 
man noted that the last alterna- 
tive would lead to a change in the 
nature of the Jewish state. 

“The recent disturbances on 
the West Bank and Gaza, and the 
Israeli response showed that the 
circumstances are untenable and 
that all involved parties must take 
the necessary steps,” Mr. Kauf- 
man said. 

He said he believes that when 
Israel embarked ~on occupation 
they never thought that it will last 
for 20 years and that the result 
has been the creation of a Palesti- 
nian generation which does not 
know any rule except that of 
occupation and an Israeli genera- 


tion which does not know beyond 
the 1967 borders. 

During the period of questions 
and answers, a member in the 
audience objected to Mr. Kauf- 
man's use or the word “disturb- 
ances” to describe what is occur- 
ring in the occupied territories, to 
wtuoi Mr. Kaufman responded 
that he had chosen a neutral 
word, an “epithet,” and “what is 
happening is tbe key.” 

Another questioned why it 
took 43 years for Britain to sup- 
port the Palestinians’ right to- 
self-de termination. Mr. Kaufman 
admitted that there has been a 
“belated recognition" of Palesti- 
nian rights, “ft is open to debate 


who is responsible for the wars in 
the region, but I do not believe 
that it" is useful to recriminate. 
What is important is to see the 
situation, that 20 years have pas- 
sed and 1.5 million Palestinians 
have been deprived of their civil 
rights and cannot bufld their fu- 
ture,” he said, adding that be has 
consistently made a cause for 
Israeli withdrawal. 

Mr. Kaufman told the audience 
that he will be going to the U.S. 
to speak to the Jewish population 
in order to accept an internation- 
al conference/ The strong Jewish 
lobby and the U.S.’s unwillingness 
to allow the Soviet Union to be 
involved in a settlement in the 
region have led to “muddled” 
and “confused" U.S. policies 
with regards to the region, he 
said. 

According to him, all parties 
except the Likud Party are com- 
mitted to an international confer- 
ence. The Likud have called for 
direct negotiations with each par- 


£ , but nave refused Palestine 
beratioo Organisation (PLO) 
presence. 

Palestinian representation re- 
mains a point of controversy be- 


tween the Israeli and the British 
Labour Party, who share close 
ties and are members of Socialists 
International. 

“Palestinian people must be 
represented at the international 
conference. In absence of 
genuine representative, the only 
available representative is the 
PLO. Whether an independent 
delegation or part of the Jorda- 
nian delegation, is something to 
be decided by the Palestinian 
people, Arab governments and 
Israel,” he said "Israeli Labour on 
the other hand has agreed to PLO 
presence as long as "the members 
are not well known. 

When asked after the lecture 
whether there is any significant 
difference between Labour and 
Likud towards the Palestinians as 
to whether the policy and ideolo- 
gy they follow is one. Mr. Kauf- 
man said “that idea is outdated. 
Policies evolve and parties learn 
from history.” adding that it is in 
the interest of all concerned to 
yield land on a considerable scale 
than to keep the land and the 
people with all the consequences 
involved. 

As for the differences between 
Labour and the Conservative par- 
ties on the Gulf, he said: “Over- 
whelmingly we arc in agreement 
with the government. However, 
the difference is the published 
attitudes towards the U.S. and 
U.N. flags over vessels in the 
Gulf,” he said. 

Mr. Kaufman explained “the 
U.S. fleet in the Gulf and the 
undefined objectives could draw 
others unwoed” and that the 
U.N. could allow for the U.S. to 
lessen their fleet without losing 
face, by replacing the U.S. flags 
with U.N. flags" 

Britain which co-sponsored 
U.N. resolution 598 has three 
realistic ways to make its views 
known, exert influence and res- 
train the U.S. The first is its 
membership in the European 
Community, the second is its 
most powerful economic entity 
and third is the unique rela- 
tionship between the U.S. and 
Britain; at the Security Cbunril. 

He added that Britain's role in 
the Gulf should be limited as 
permitted by the geographical 


Israeli troops kill two more Arab teenagers 

(Continued from Page 1) refugee camps around Jerusalem the deportation on 


centre. 

The reporter, who demanded 
anonymity, said the crowd waved 
Palestinian flags, chanted anti- 
Israeli slogans and threw stones 
before the army used tear-gas and 
then live ammuni tion. 

Several hours later, this repor- 
ter was turned away from Nasser 
Hospital where the shooting vic- 
tims were taken by an Israeli 
colonel. He produced an order 
declaring the areas off limits and 
gave tbe reporter one minute to 
leave. The reporter said as many 
as 15 Arabs appeared to have 
been wounded. 

A taxi carrying the reporter 
was repeatedly sropped at 
makeshift roadblocks set up by 
children aged six to 14, who 
questioned motorists. The town 
was tense with all shops closed 
and residents peering oesitantly 
from doorways. 

Also Tuesday, police said a ! 
firebomb was thrown at an Israeli 
bus carrying tourists through 
Arab Jerusalem. It exploded 
without causing injuries. 

At Birzeir University, about 
300 to 400 students burned tyres, 
blocked the road with boulders 
and stood with stones in their 
hands. But no army units showed 
up to confront them and they 
began to disperse about sun- 
down. 

Asked if be was disappointed 
the soldiers had not come, a 
20-year-old student said: “Yes, I 
was disappointed. This is the only 
thing that attracts attention to our 
situation,” he said, gripping a 
stone in each hand. 

Protesters in Gaza City used 
stones to block the main shopping 
thoroughfare, Omar Al Mukhtar 
street, where shops were dosed 
in a commerdal strike. 

A military plane flew overhead 
to direct troops in riot gear to 
trouble spots m the area. l Resi- 
dents pasted out onions to relieve 
the pain of tear-gas and one 
woman, clinging to a reporter, 
wailed: “They took away my 
son.” 

Elsewhere, protests were re- 

£ in Bethlehem’s Manger 
!, the traditional birthplace 
is Christ, in the Palestinian 


refugee camps around Jerusalem 
and in the West Bank towns of 
Qalqiliya, Tulkarm and 
Ramaliah. 

Residents said the new flare-up 
was sparked by Israel’s decision 
to deport nine Palestinians it ac- 
cuses of inciting anti-occupation 
protests last month. 

“It’s because they want to 
throw out these nine people and 
we are against thaL why should 
they leave their own country,” 
one Palestinian told Reuters. 

The protests in Khan Younis 
seemed to be sparked by a de- 
portation order against Hasan 
Ghanim Mohammad Abu Shak- 
ra, 27, who heads the “religious 
fundamentalist,” Salifiyun orga- 
nisation centred in Khan Younis. 

All nine Palestinians ordered 
expelled have appealed to milit- 
ary review boards. Palestinian 
leaders are threatening civil dis- 
obedience in the occupied areas if 


the deportation orders are not 
rescinded. 

Hanna Siniora, editor of Al 
Fajr newspaper, said Palestinian 
leaders would urge 2.4 million 
Arabs living under military mie 
not to pay taxes, work in Israel or 
buy Israeli products. 

Palestinians would be asked to 
boycott Israeli products, withhold 
labour and taxes from the Israeli 
market, and dress in black to 

K rotesi the shooting deaths, said 
fubarak Awad, a campaign 
organiser. 

“People are open and ready to 
act. They got a little feeling of 
power (during the protests) and 
they don't want things to die 
down and return to the way they 
were before.” said Dr. Awad, 
who has challenged authorities by 
staying in Israel after the expiry 
of his visa. Dr. Awad advocates 
non-violent resistance to the 
occupation. 


Syria intensifies Gulf mediation 

(Continued from Page 1) ***?■ . , . 

Syria has been Iran’s strongest 

nil.. ~ IL. k .L 1 J J • -A 


““ “ r CH- aUy “ tbe Arab World during (be 
Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi course of tbe war 

Arabia and Iran’s President AJi Western diplomatic sources 
Khamena seekmg to reconcile sud it was dear Mr. Sharaa's 

“ ™ w - . „ . mission last month had had some 
“These snccessfni Syrian positi« effects, 
efforts have crated a pombve fact ^ he ^ 

and Riyadh twice each not only 
ign Minister A h Akhar) Velayati*s means ^ was an initiative froi 

“ TOyS bofli parties, hot that a response 

*TheG£c gronps &udi Arabia, 

a U * “Syria haTbren prepared for 
tied Arab Emirates (UAE) and some time to try aild better 

uman ‘ relations between the peninsular 

Mr. Vefayati said on Sunday slates and Iran. Tbe question was 
Iran was prepared to meet the whether either party was w ining 
GCC states provided they first to utilise Syria for such a dialogue 


agreed an an agenda. 


and whether there was a prospect 


“Iran considers a meeting as a for success,” tbe source added, 
positive step, but it is necessary The sources said Syrian success 
that tbe gathering as well as the in mediation with Iran would 
framework of the negotiations be back Mr. Assad’s reasoning that 
agreed in advance,” tbe official his country’s relations with 
Iranian news, agency, IRNA, Tehran were important in serving 
quoted him as saying. tbe interests of Arab states. 

Mr. Sharaa made four trips last Arab diplomatic sources said 
month to Tehran and Riyadh, the war was acting Arab Gulf 
where King Fahd was hosting a states around $70 billion a year. 
GCC summit aimed at ending the “This money could be used 
Gulf war. Mr. Sharaa was re- irwfpaH to help Arab countries in 
ported to have told the Arab their war against Israel and to 
leaders Syria was ready to medi- help other states facing deep eco- 
ate with Iran to halt the blood- Domic problems,” one said. 
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Israel’s false facade 

^ISRAELI leaders appear to be deriving a savage pleasure from 
expelling Palestinians from their homeland, using the same old 
:rules that the British authorities applied a g a ins t Jewish terror 
gangs during the British mandate of Palestine. It is no secret 
•that in 1946 the present prime minister of the Jewish state, 
Yitzhak Shamir, who was then known as Yitzhak Yzernitsky 
— head of the infamous Stern Gang — was deported to 
Eritrea, and the Israeli defence minister, Yitzhak Rabin, was 
held for five months in a British prison camp near Gaza under 
the same ‘‘administrative detention” rules which the Israeli 
government is now applying against the Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza. 

Having now assumed power, despite their terrorist back- 
grounds, Shamir, Rabin and company are very conveniently 
overlooking the difference that while the British authorities 
used the rules against them for very dear terrorist activities', 
including murder and sabotage in a savage quest to claim Arab 
land as Jewish, the Palestinians are fighting for their rights in 
Palestinian land and their “crimes” are limited to stone- 
throwing and staging violent demonstrations. 

It is clear that the leaders of Israel have given up all 
pretences of democratic respectability, the very fact that seems 
to prompt the Western governments to tone down their 
condemnation of Israel's inhuman and barbaric practices 
against the Palestinian people. But, the statements coming out 
of Tel Aviv clearly reflect Israel's no-holds-barred policy 
against the Palestinians. We wonder how long would it take the 
leaders of the Western World to grasp toe reality of toe 
situation — that ever since the creation of Israel in 1948, the 
leaders of the Jewish state, who have been complaining abont 
“world discrimination 1 ' of Jews, have been and still are 
practising toe worst -ever form of discrimination against toe 
Palestinian people. 

What would it take for the West to tear away the false facade 
of the “dvilised” Israeli policy and start questioning the 
wisdom of favouring a group of hardcore experienced terrorists 
pursuing a course of- Vengeance” w&ds£ idain^victhn fc the- 
Palestinian people? 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AIRa 7; Israel's ugly face of terrorism 

ISRAEL’S recent raid on Lebanon represents another ugly face of 
terrorism committed by Zionism against the Arab people and also 
displays the Zionists' lust for killing and implementing a strategy of 
aggression and repression far exceeding that carried out by the racist 
regime in South Africa. Israel, which was bom and reared within the 
framework of terrorism, cannot but continue to behave as a terrorist 
state committing crimes against othere and covering up for atrocities 
with lies and falsehoods. 

Following the raid on the Palestinian camps in Lebanon the Israelis 
announced that it was in retaliation against resistance activity carried 
out inside the occupied Arab territories by freedom fighters seeking 
an end to occupation. They said that the raid was to avenge the 
troops killed in a Palestinian resistance attack on an Israeli military 
camp. While the Palestinian attack was directed on military positions 
that committed by Israel was directed against the innocent civilians 
resulting in the loss of life of many people mostly women and 
children. As the Israelis continue to launch these barbaric raids on 
the civilian population the world continues to ignore such atrocities 
and the so-called free world continues to turn a deaf ear to the cries 
of women and children and the bereaved families. 

For us Arabs the Israeli raid makes us more convinced that 
Zionism and Israel continue to form a dangerous threat to our future 
and our existence. 

AlDustour. Violence will only be escalated 

THE Israeli authorities are ignoring all condemnation by world 
organisations and parliaments in the East and West and are pursuing 
their bnrtal practices and committing crimes against the Arab 
population of Palestine. They are thus continuing to violate all 
international laws and principles and scoffing at U.N. principles and 
making a mockery of human rights. Israel's recent decision to deport 
nine Arab citizens after accusing them of inciting demonstrations 
against occupation is the latest form of Israeli atrocities which als o 
had won condemnation from world nations. The deportation of the 
Palestinian youths is a clear violation of the Geneva conventions 
which provide for protection of citizens under occupation rule, and is 
seen as another step by the Israelis to suppress resistance. 

The deportation of the nine Arabs is bound to further escalate the 
current Arab revolt against Israel's ill-practices and inhuman 
treatment of the Arab population in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
This collective punishment, which matches atrocities committed by 
the Pretoria regime in South Africa, constitutes another defiance of 
international laws and a flagrant violation of human rights. 

Israel’s disregard to the will of the international community and its 
drive to evict the Arab inhabitants call for a speedy counter action on 
the part of the Arab League and the ll.N. Security Council. 

SawtAlShaab: Summit spirit still prevails 

AS the eight-member Arab League ministerial committee held its 
meeting in Amman over the past two days, the Arabs realised that 
the spirit of the extraordinary Arab summit was still prevailing in the 
Arab region. The committee meeting was an offshoot of the 
resolutions of the Amman summit and in implementation of the will 
of the Arab leaders who achieved agreement and consensus on 
different issues. What raises the morale of the Arab masses is the 
determination on the part of the Arab governments to promote the 
work and performance of pan-Arab organisations which in turn 
contribute towards the enhancement of Arab solidarity and pave the 
way for pan-Arab action on all fronts. 

Opting for collective action on the economic level reflects a real 
concern over the future of Arab action and a genuine tendency 
towards forging a new strategy within the Arab World designed to 
achieve the aspirations of the Arab masses. 


Reagan unlikely to revive Mi 



By Ruth Sinai . 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 
ongoing violent protests in the 
Israeli-occupied west Bank and 
Gaza have sparked calls for re? 
newed U.S. efforts to revive the 
Mideast peace process. But such 
action is unlikely in the waning 
months of President Ronald 
Reagan's administration, U.S. 
officials and analysts say. 

With November elections com- 
ing up in both the United States 
and Israel, the U.S. government 
is not expected to undertake any 
new Miaeast initiatives because 
of the risk of failure. 

“Renewal of high-level di- 
plomacy is not likely at all until 
after the elections in both coun- 
tries," said Sam Lewis, the for- 
mer U.S. ambassador to Israel 
and now the director of the con- 
tended Institute for 


through, he added. 

Lewis noted that the Reagan 
administration had rejected the 
only major initiative proposed in 
recent .years by the Arab World 
and the Soviet Union — an inter- 
national forum for peace talks 
between Israel and the Arabs. 

The United States views such a 
conference as opening the door 
for Soviet involvement in the 
hitherto U.S.-dominated peace 
diplomacy in the region, while 
Israel fears pressure from the 
participants to cede occupied 
land in return for peace. 

U.S. Jewish leaders and Arab 
governments have called for step- 
ped up American diplomacy as an 
essential component in resolving 
the Israeli-Arab tensions that 


have resulted in bloody protests 
over the past month in the West 
Bank ana Gaza Strip. 


A State Department official, 
speaking on condition he not be 
identified, said: “It's not the most 
likely thing that there will be any 
public involvement on our side." 

But low-level diplomacy will 
continue in search of a break- 


Israeli troops seeking to quell 
violent demonstrations in the 
occupied territories have killed at 
least 23 Palestinians and ordered 
the deportation of nine others. 

The United States has criticised 
what it called “harsh" Israeli me- 
asures against the Palestinian 
protesters, including the use of 
live ammunition, and urged res- 



traint. In an unusual stand to- 
wards its main mideast ally, the 
United States last week refrained 
from vetoing a U.N. condemna- 
tion of Israel. 


“The only way to solve this 
thing is to sit down and talk peace 
with a responsible Arab leader," 
said Moms Abram, chairman of 
the umbrella organisation of ma- 


jor Jewish groups in the United 
States. 

Hie one tone such direct talks 
were held yielded peace* with 
Egypt in m9 “and mat sail has 
to be the formula — direct talks," 
Abram said in as interview. 

The pact with Egypt — toe 
only treaty between israd and an 
Arab state — was brokered by 
former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter.’ Secretary of State George 
Shultz, on a Mideast visit m 
September, offered U.S. help for 
direct talks between Israel and 
Jordan, Abram said. But Jordan 
rejected the idea. 

The State Department official 
noted that the schism within toe 
Israeli leadership over an interna- 
tional conference is another fac- 
tor staffing toe peace process. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, a hardliner, has vetoed 
Israeli involvement , while bis 
left-leaning Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres supports a conference 
if it leads to direct Israeli-Arab 
talks. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak will visit Washington 
later this month, giving the U.S. 
administration another opportun- 


ity to discuss toe Arab viewpoint . 

'William Quandt, a researcher 
at the Brookings Institute, said 
experience has shown that U.S. 
governments "never have modi ’ , 
clout in (heir final year. The 
Israelis and Arabs , both figure 
they should wait and see what the 
next preskieni will do." 

Speaking m an interview, the 
think tank academician also said 
constraints or an election year are . 

such that the Reagan admiwstra- 
tion would not wanno jeopardise .' 
the Republican party s chances . 
by adopting controversial posi- 
tions likely to anger pro- Is rad or '« 
pro-Arab voters. 

Reagan, who will be devoting 
most of his remaining months in > , 
office to obtaining Senate rati- ; : 
fication of a midear treaty with 
the Soviet Union and to prepar- , . 
mg for a Moscow summit in early 7 
summer, has already bad some 
disappointing experience with , 
Mideast peace proposals. 

Israel rejected out of band bis 
September 1982 plan for Palest*- , 
nian self-rule in association with. < 
Jordan and subsequent U.S. 
attempts io push toe opposing - 
parties closer Together have also 


‘Star Wars’ resurfaces as 
major obstacle to arms control 


By Tony Barber 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — U.S. and 
Soviet differences over “Star 
Wars." set aside at last month 
Washington summit, are quickly 
reemerging as the problem most 
likely to impede progress in the 
superpower arms control dia- 
logue. 

While the gulf between 
Washington and Moscow on the 
issue has narrowed a little, it 
remains the biggest obstacle to 
their stated goal of slashing their 
arsenals of strategic nudear mis- 
siles by 50 peT cent, private U.S. 
analysts say. 

The disagreements are dear.' 

President Reagan wants to de- 
ploy a multi-biffion-dollar land- 
and space-based shield to shoot 
down.mcoming missiles.. ... 

bachev says the programme will 
disrupt the nudear balance and 
fuel an offensive arms race in 
space. 

“Ia my view, as long as we 
continue to insist that we are going 
to deploy as soon as we can, it is 
highly unlikely that the Soviets 
will sign a treaty on strate| 
weapons,” James Rubin of 
private Aims Control Associa- 
tion told Reuters. 

Washington and Moscow have 
been fighting over Star Wars 
since Reagan began the initiative 
in 1983. It led to the collapse of 
the 1986 superpower summit in 
Iceland. 

But when Gorbachev and 
Reagan met in Washington ear- 
ly last month , they played down 
their differences on space de- 
fences to focus attention on their 
achievement in signing a treaty 
banning intermediate-range nuc- 


lear missiles (INF). 

Both men dedared the summit 
a success and appeared to have 
agreed to disagree over Star 
Wars, formally called the 
strategic defence initiative (SDI). 

But the ink was scarcely dry on 
the INF treaty and the summit 
was barely over when the two 
leaders made statements under- 
lining the profound divisions be- 
tween them on SDI and its im- 
plications for a strategic arms 
(STAR'O accord. 

In a radio address two days 
after Gorbachev left the United 
States, Reagan said: “Our bot- 
tom line on SDI is simple: We 
will research it, we will test it and 
when it is ready we will deploy 
it." 

Gorbachev said on Soviet tele- 
vision: "Certain persons even try 
to assert that the talks in 
Washington iravejemayed differ- 
ences on such a problem as SDJ 
and under that pretext make calls 
for speeding up work on that 
programme. 

“I must say outright that these 
are dangerous tendencies and 
that they should not be underesti- 
mated.’’ 

Some U.S. officials and Euro- 
pean politicians think Moscow 
will now revive its campaign 
against Star Wars and will argue 
anew that limits on it are a 
condition for a START treaty. 

“We believe that it would be 
prudent to recognise that inevit- 
ably toe USSR will reestablish 
the connection between SDI and 
strategic weapons,” Italian Prime 
Minister Giovanni Goria said in 
Washington this week. 

U.S. arms control negotiator 
Paul Nitze said Reagan's view 
that a START treaty must not be 
tied to restrictions on SDI would 


certainly be challenged by Mos- 
cow before the president’s plan- 
ned visit to the Soviet Unon in 
the first half of 1988. 

“Hopefully, this is a matter 
that we will be able to resolve, but 
this is one of the difficult issues," 
he said. 

Arms control analysts say that, 
while Reagan has shown no sign 
of changing his stance on SDI, 
Gorbachev has moved in toe 1st 
two years from opposition to any 
type of space defence programme 
to acceptance that some SDI 
work is permissible. 

“He has already very signifi- 
cantly compromised," Raymond 
Garthoff of the independent 
Brookings Institution told Reu- 
ters. “He has already moved a 
tremendous distance from the 
original position that SDI had to 
be abandoned." . . . 

“the^-^ets' SiitoriciFSStt^ 
substantive position has 
evolved," Rubin said. “The Un- 
ited States has basically not 
moved an inch.” 

Analysts said the Soviet com- 
promises partly reflected an 
awareness that toe Reagan admi- 
nistration is under' mounting poli- 
tical and economic pressures to 
modify its SDI programme. 

The Democratic-controiled 
Congress last month cut back 
tending for Star Wars in 1988 to 
Si .9 billion from the $5.7 billion 
Reagan had wanted. The figure 
could fall further as part of efforts 
to reduce the vast federal budget 
deficit. 

Congress also ordered that the 
SDI programme through next 
September 30 must stay within 
toe traditional interpretation of 
the 1972 U.S. -Soviet anti-ballistic 
missile (ABM) treaty. 


Political shuffling reflects growing 
mood for change in Eastern bloc 


By Alison Smale 

The Associated Press 

PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia — 
Gustav Husak's replacement af- 
ter 18 years as Communist Party 
chief in Czechoslovakia may put 
the country on the road to 
embracing reforms pushed by 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

But any change is likely to be 
gradual rather than immediate. 

Prague's traditionally cautious 
leadership has been hesitant to 
follow Poland, Hungary and Bul- 
garia in espousing the “open- 
ness” and “restructuring” 
preached by the Soviet leader. 

Still, Husak's replacement on 
Dec. 17 by the conservative Milos 
Jakes was the most startling of 
several party and government 

.^ake-upsiB-toe^East Woe,, higfcr 

Hfejiting the SKnSBTiO^ 

due change rippling through the 
region. 

In October, the number of 
government ministries in Poland 
was cut from 26 *to 19, a non- 
Co mmunist became deputy pre- 
mier and a dynamic factory man- 
ager was named to head a new 
industry ministry.- 

On Dec. 15, prominent Polish 
liberal Mieczyslaw Rakowski was 
named a full politburo member in 
the latest move by Gen. Wojdech 
Jaruzelski, party leader since 
1981. 

Last July. Karoly Grosz be- 
came Hungary’s new premier 
amid a broad re-sbuffle of top 
government and Communist Par- 
ty ranks seen as preliminary man- 
oeuvering in the fight to succeed 
Janos Radar as head of the party. 

Grosz since has announced an 


unpopular austerity programme. 
He apparently tried to temper the 
programme’s effects by bolding 
out hopes of political change that 
possibly would give Hungary’s 
10.6 million people more of a say 
in their country’s future. 

Bulgaria, under the wily Todor 
Zhivkov, who has worked with 
five Kremlin leaders since rising 
to power in 1954, has embarked 
on its own version of Soviet-style 
reforms. 

The pace of change has been so 
fast that some Bulgarian officials 
say they themselves are confused 
about who now manages what in 
the economy. A national party, 
conference called to discuss more 
political and economic changes 
was put off from December IO 
late January to allow more time 
to prepare Jpragca^et. 
of functions . . . 
"^Romania antTEasTGcrmany. 
the other countries in the Warsaw 
Pact alliance, have resisted Gor- 
bachev’s push for more express- 
ion of dissent and dynamic econo- 
mic development. 

Jakes used his first speech as 
leader on Dec. 17 to issue a 
strong pledge that there will be 
no return to the "Prague spring" 
reforms crushed by a Warsaw 
Pact invasion in 1968. 

The speech was couched in the 
language of change that characte- 
rises Gorbachev's policies, but 
contained no new ideas for 
Czechoslovakia's immediate fu- 
ture. 

While state newspapers car- 
rying news of the leadership 
change sold out quickly in Prague 
on Dec. 18, many residents and 
Western diplomats seemed unex- 
cited by the switchover. 

“The more things change, the 


more they stay toe same." said 
one Western diplomat. 

Under Husak's leadership, the 
government has been cautious 
about adopting Gorbachev's re- 
forms. which resemble those 
crushed in 1968 and offidatiy 
discredited ever since. 

Husak took over as party lead- 
er from toe liberal Atextoder 
Dubcek. ousted in April 1969. 
after bis “Prague spring" refpg&tt 
were hailed. yZ' 

Gorbachev stated when 
Prague last April that the 
tin would not force refonas o^b 
Socialist allies. . ’ 

However, the Soviet feadogetT 
pects East ” 
to perform much 
they have m 
technolocv and 




v- 



to * 

This makessoste &kxm inevit- 
able. and both the Pfagpe and * 
Moscow leaderships miy .haw 
felt this would be politically 
easier to achieve under Jakes ■ 
rather than Husak. whose name 
is associated with quashing 
change. 

However. Jakes' name is not "■ 
associated with the pro-reform ' 
faction in the Prague leadership, 
where change has been most 
strongly advocated by Premier 
Lubomir Strougai. 

Strougal visited Moscow in 
November, meeting Gorbachev . 
and Nicolae Ryzhkov, and ... 
sources say he relumed pleased ‘ 
with the backing given his ideas 
for change. 

Jakes also has strong ties to - 
Moscow and had a Kremlin meet- ; 
ing with Gorbachev on a visit a 
year ago. 


Aquino faces corruption and injustice 


By Phillip Melchior 

Reuter 

MANILA — Corruption and in- 
justice, underlying problems of 
the Philippines, seem set to sour 
President Corazon Aquino's new 
year. 

At a time when she could 
legitimately be celebrating, poli- 
tical analyks say toe intfactable 
problems faced by Aquino may 
make the turmoil of 1987 seem 
easy. 

“Coiy herself is now secure, 
but she’s got pigeon-holes stuffed 
with problems that are going to 
have to be faced, and they are 
really hard ones," one senior 
Western diplomat said. 

The major pigeon-holes are 
labelled government corruption, 
human rights and land reform. 

The problems are not explosive 
and they pose no immediate 
threat to the strengthening grip 
on power held by toe bespecta- 
cled, often reticent, widowed 
mother of five. 

But analysts say they are the 
fundamental problems for any 
democratic-minded Philippine 
government, overshadowing 
almost two decades of communist 
insurgency and the biggest long- 
term problem of all, a population 
growing too fast to be helped by 
even the most optimistic econo- 
mic growth forecasts. 

“Nineteen eighty-seven was a 
touch and go year for her," 
Amando Doronilla, editor of the 



Corazon Aqnino 


respected Manila Chronicle 
newspaper, said in an interview. 
• "She s been trying to survivb, 
and very successfully, but survival 
alone is no longer going to.be 
enough.” he added. 

Doronilla and other local and 
foreign analysts say the year of 
crises has diverted attention away 
from the country’s root problems. 

The Philippine system remains 
riddled with corruption, which 
flourished during the two decades 
of strongman rule by Ferdinand 
Marcos, now exiled. 

The powerful family clans that 
dominate politics and business in 
toe troubled country are showing 
signs of re-emerging, undermin- 


ing Aquino's much praised 
achievements in restoring demo- 
cracy. 

Despite Aquino’s frequent re- 
form promises and glowingly 
clean personal image, coffee- 
shop gossip still finks graft with 
members of her own family, who 
are also accused of increasingly 
cynical power-broking. 

Human rights, once a major 
issue for Aquino, appears to have 
become a victim of the political 
realities of the country. 

“It’s become an embarrass- 
ment to her. She would rather 
forget it," Doronilla said. “She 
has to buy toe loyalty of toe 
military and every mention of 
human rights creates new ten- 
sions.” 

Written off by commentators at . 
every crisis in her confrontation- 
ridden administration, Aquino 
has survived against the odds for 
almost two years in one of the 
world’s toughest leadership roles. 

She could, say political 
analysts, legitimately enjoy a me- 
asure of self-satisfaction for main- 
taining her grip on Malacanang, 
the presidential palace. 

A year that began* on a low 
note with the massacre by.troops ■ 
of 18 unarmed demonstrators at a 
protest outside Malacanang, en- 
ded in ' 

sui 

Manila 

Asian summit meeting in a de- 
cade. 

In between, she battled crisis 


after crisis. She successfully 
traversed three armed rebellions 
by the military and captured Col- 
onel Gregorio Honasan, the lead- 
er of the bloody August mutiny 
that came nearest to toppling her 
and provoked months of political 
turmoil. 

But Aquino herself appears to 
recognise that she has no time to 
relax. 

While she has declined inter- 
views recently, senior aides this 
week said they regarded toe 
threat of coup attempts as “prac- 
tically busted” and had turned 
their attention instead to corrup- 
tion. 

"The president wants to speed 
up the drive against graft and 
corruption. We ve made some 
irogress but she’s not too satis- 



r, she’s asking for more vigor- 
ous action," Cabinet Secretary 
Jose de Jesus told reporters. 

Most analysts believe .the abil- 
ity of the Aquino government to 
“muddle through" and toe lack of 
a credible alternative leader 
mean she is likely to keep toe 
tenancy of Malacanang until the 
end of her six-year term in 1992. 

“But eventually people are 
going to want more than mud- 
dling t hr%jgh ,” one Asian diplo- 
mat sakUSsThey arer either going 
to become actively disenchanted, 
or they are going to be more and 
more apathetic. 

“Either one will be dangerous 
for Cory and the country.” 


LETTERS 


No ‘mess-take 


To the Editor: 

I WOULD like to refer to the complaint that appeared in the 
Jordan Times on Dec. 17, 1987 in a column by Randa Habib. 
Investigating the complaint, it soon became obvious tbat> 
al The value of the bill in question is JD 32.590 and not JD 38 as 
said. 

b) The said total value is composed of two parts 

— JD 14.970 for additional local calls. 

— JD 17.620 for international calls 

— JD 32.590 total 

c) Contrary to what was said the column, the JD 14.970 was 
charged against additional local calls for toe year 1987 and not 
1986 as toe bill in question is for June 1987. 

In addition, the bill shows the following minted information: 
Meter reading on 30/6/87 15715 units 
Meter reading on 31/12/86 -U953 ” 

Balance 3762 

Now:- 3762-2000 - 1762 units . . 

1762 units x 10 fils each = JD 17.620 


;i 


d) Consequently, the complaint was officially rejected io 
n'ting immediately after receiving the written complaint from 
e subscriber. 


wn 
the 

I do sincerely hope that the abovementioned facts and figures 
will prove to you and to toe subscriber that there are no 
“mess-takes”; the whole issue boils down to the ample fact that 
the subscriber was not able to read his bill correctly, consequently 
it is a human error ou bis part. -- 

Eng. Mohammad Shahid 1 «m 3 
£ V?* Director General 

The Tetecomnmnicatkms Corporation 

Amman, Jordan ■ 
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By Diana Ab dallah 

Reuter -....- 

BEIRUT — Customers in the 
dark curse MusbahNatonr, the 
Lebanese power company direc- 
tor whose name means “guardian 
of the lantern.” 

“Here comes Musbah’s ration- 
ing again” is the lament as lights 
go off, televisions fade, and hea- 
ters, cookers, washing -machin es 
and telephones stop for daily 
cots lasting at least 12 


For some, the cuts mean more 
than uriseiy, cold and dark. Fai- 
lure of the power supplies can 
kill. One 50-year-old man in the 
north who needed daily kidney 
dialysis at home died when power 
cats for three days in November 
meant he could not get treat- 
ment. 

Friends and family marched on 
Natonr’s company offices to stage 
a protest. 

The emotional strain of the 
cuts shows daily in the faces of 
many, in the flood of tears from 
the middle-aged woman who 
broke down when the electricity, 
restored at her apartment block 


in west Beirut after a 24-hour cut, 
went off again after five minutes. 

It also shows in comments that 
explode during discussions of the 
blackouts. 

“We don’t care for Naiour’s 
explanations. It is no use telling 
us he is doing bos best., we 
cannot buy this talk any more,” 
exclaimed one frustrated west 
Beirut restaurant owner. 

When asked by Reuters how he 
felt about being reviled by 
thousands as head orEectridte 
du Liban, Natour said: “If people 
knew die conditions we are work- 
ing under they would congratu- 
late me.” . .. 

4 I don’t have power in my 

j 'me 


a way of life in Lebanon 


like all Lebanese, said ti2-i 
old Natour. “People should know 
that we are hving m a state of war 
that has destroyed all the public 
sector.” 

High .tension cables feeding 
Beirut have been cut to tatters in 
12 years of dvil war. Lebanon’s 
mam power stations have repe- 
atedly been targeted by gunners 
■keen to deprive the other ride of 
power. 

Then came an economic crisis 


and the collapse of any central 
government, which encouraged 
many families either not to 
their electricity bills or to ' 
their homes up illegally to the 
nearest street lamp. 

“A kilowatt of electricity costs 
about 30 (Lebanese) pounds (six 
U.S. cents) but the people are 
paying half a pound for a kilo- 
watt, said Natour. “And only 40 
per cent are paying their bills.” 
“That means that we arc re- 
ceiving one per cent of produc- 
tion costs, which all goes toward 


paying the salaries of the author- 
ity’s employees and leaves no 
money for maintenance. 

‘ “This is why our generators 
and equipment stop working 

most or- the time, plus the fact 
that we have .no money to buy 
fuel, then garbage got into the 
cooling' system and lightning 
Jhoockea out the cables. 

Id 1987, the company paid ab- 
out three billion Leoanese 
pounds ($6_5 million) to repair 
damage, buy spares and fuel oil, 
and carry out minimum and most 
necessary maintenance. 

The company’s annual income 


in cash terms was about 600 
million pounds (S1.3 million). 

“If stability does not return to 
the country and unless money is 
guaranteed for the electricity au- 
thority to pay its bills, then 
rationing^ is going to become 
permanent’”’ Natour warned. 

The extent of the power grid’s 
destruction widens weekly 
although Natour does not expect 
total collapse of the system. 

Radio and television often lead 
news broadcasts with latest de- 
velopments on electricity. 
Beirut's estimated one million 
: found the novelty of living 
le dark wore off fast. 

“Candle-lit dinners were al- 
ways associated with romantic 
encounters but here they mean 
darkness and gloom,” said Imad 
Khodr, a salesman. 

Many Lebanese, already hard 
hit by inflation and the crash of 
the Lebanese pound, find they 
have no alternative but to go to 
bed early when the lights go out 
and temperature drops. 

In winter, the son sets around 
4J0 p.m. and does not reappear 
until 6.30 a.m. Temperatures 


which can slump to zero in the 
hills can be down around six 
degrees Centigrade (42 
Fahrenheit) in Beirut 
Doctors nave reported a sharp 
increase in the number of pre- 
gnancies but cannot judge now 
many can be attributed to the 

C er cuts, which have become 
jer and more common in the 
lasf three years. 

For those who sit in the dark 
hour after hour, a favourite topic 
of gossip is speculating about who 
gams from the power shortage — 
m particular, agents selling port- 
able generators. 

Business sources said gener- 
ators worth two billion pounds 
($4.4 million) were bought by 
Lebanese in the past three 
months at between 160,000 
pounds (S350) and 320,000 
pounds ($700) each. 

One Beirut salesman said his 
profit from one month’s sales of 
generators was about seven mil- 
lion pounds ($15,000) though 
buyers have to hunt tor scarce 
fuel to get them working. 

Pavements in west Beirut’s 
main shopping area, Hamra 


Street, are Uttered with scores of 
generators producing a deafening 
noise and douds of exhaust fumes 
as well as the power to allow 
businesses to open. 

Most middle-class families can- 
not afford a generator for use in 
the home. And during cuts even 
the comfort of television goes, 
except for those who have car 
■batteries to supply portable sets. 

“The talk used to be about 
which best seUers were playing on 
television and the latest video 
films we saw, but now we are 
deprived even of this small plea- 
sure,” said Khodr. 

Women complain rationing 
means they have to complete 
chores like laundry, cooking and 
ironing at odd hours, even as 
early as 2 a.m., while on warm 
days food turns rotten in re- 
frigerators. 

Unless one wants a cold shower 
or bath in the gloom, washing has 
to be timed to coindde with the 
neighbourhood having power 

Punctuated by the whine of a 
few generators, darkness en- 
velopes much of Beirut from the 
late afternoon until morning. 



Bertolucci returns to glory with ‘The Last Emperor’ 


By Richard Lonnand 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — Italian director 
Bernardo Bertolucci, who cre- 
ated a sensation with “Last Tan- 
go in Paris” in 1972, has returned 
to the spotlight with “The Last 
Emperor.” - 

Bertolucci's first film in six 
years, this epic treatment of mod- 
ern China has been cited by 
virtually every U.S. critic as one 
of the year’s best. 

“There are two great loves in 
this movie — one for cinema and 
one for China,” the 47-year-old 
director told Reuters. 

“The Last Emperor” chroni- 
cles the life of Pu Yi, who 
ascended to the throne in impe- 
rial China in 1908 aged three, and 
died 59 years later, a humble 
gardener. 

Made in English, it is the first 
Western feature film about China 


made in the reuntry itself since 
the communist revolution in 
1949. And it is the first film ever 
shot in Peking’s “Forbidden City,” 
the ancient home of Pu Yi and 
other Chinese rulers. 

“The Last Emperor” is an epic 
on the grandest scale, with some 
19 ,000 Chinese extras and 9,000 
oo&umes. 

Bringing Pu Yi’s autobiogra- 
phy, “From Emperor to Citizen, v 
to the screen took over four 
years, $25 minion and a drew of 
Italian, British and Chinese tech- 
nicians. 

As the child' emperor of the 
Manchu Dynasty, Pu Yi lived 
among concumbines and eunuchs 
inside the Forbidden City until he 
was deposed in 1911, when the 
nationalists took over. 

The adult Pu Yi lived the deca- 
dent life of a playboy and served 
as a puppet emperor for the 
Japanese m Manchuria in the late 


1930s. He was sent to a Chinese 
prison in 1945 as the Japanese 
empire crumbled at the end of the 
Worid War EL 

After nine years, he was “re- 
moulded” by me communists and 
worked as a gardener until his 
death in 1967. 

Chinese- American John Lone, 
who starred in “Year of the Dra- 
gon,” portrays Pu Yi from 
adolescence to his death. Peter 
O’Toole plays Pu Yi’s Scottish 
tutor ana Chinese actress Joan 
Chen portrays the emperor’s 
wife. 

The crowd , scenes — shot by 
Oscar-winning cinematographer 
Vittorio Storaro — include the 
coronation of the child-emperor 
in the Hall of Supreme Harmony, 
Pu YTs wedding and the expul- 
sion of the eunuchs from court by 
the new republic’s leaders. 

“The movie is an epic,” said 
Bertolucci, “but.ir 


about a hero, it is about an 
anti-hero.” 

“He is absolutely the opposite 
of a Western man, who normally 
from being a doorman to 
general manager,” added 


government also gave its nod of 



Bertolucci, whose “the Spider’s 
Stratagem,” and “The Confor- 
mist” also dealt with political and 
social upheaval. 

But the director said he was 
certain that Western audiences 
would have no trouble relating to 
the “strange itinerary” of China’s 
last emperor. 

“When you see him as a baby, 
you identify with him,” he said. 
“Everyone is an emperor at home 
as a child.” 

The screenplay had to be 
approved by China’s Culture 
Ministry. The Chinese considered 
Pu YTs story a morality tale, with 
the hero becoming freer, as an 
ordinary citizen. 

Bertolucci said the Chinese 


undecided. 

Release there, he said, would 
be deeply satisfying. 

Bertolucci’s t ‘l900” the 1977 
four-hour Italian epic starring 
Robert de Niro, and 1979’s 
“Luna,” an erotic mother-and- 
son story starring Jill Clayburgh, 
were box-office disappointments. 

These were followed by the 
unsuccessul ‘Tragedy of a Ridi- 
culous Man” in 1981. 

The lukewarm reception to 
those three films forced Bertoluc- 
ci to look toward tire East 
“I was so frustrated,” he said. 
T wanted to go far away.” 
Bertolucci believes he was 
allowed to film “The Last Emper- 
or” in China because of the social 
and political liberalisation under 
Deng Xiaoping. 


Bertolucci thinks there is not 
the capacity for change in his 
native Italy — which last Febru- 
ary finally lifted its 11-year ban 
on “Last Tango,” a frank por- 
trayal of a relationship between a 
middle-aged man and a young 
woman. 

That rigidity, he said, has hurt 
Italian rinema. 

For his next film, Bertolucci is 
considering adaptations of Paul 
Bowles’ novel, “The Sheltering 
Sky,” tire story of an American 
expatriate in Morocco after 
World War n, and Andre Mal- 
ranx’s “Man’s Fate.” 

Malraux’s 1933 novel, set dur- 
ing the 1927 Shanghai uprising, 
was his first choice before “The 
Last Emperor.” The subject mat- 
ter, however, touched too many 
political sores and the Chinese 
wouldn’t give him permission to 
film it. 


U.S. willing to discuss U.N. force 


(Continued from page 1) 

guarding American-flagged ves- 
sels. 

“If there are some changes that 
I think need to be matte," I'll 
make the appropriate recom- 
mendations to the president," 
Mr. Carlucri told a news confer- 
ence. 

He had been asked if there 
would be any change in the U.S. 
navy's rules of engagement in the 
Gulf as a result of his visit. 

“Our current programme is to 
escort and defend the U.S.-flag 
vessels,” he told reporters 
gathered at the U.S. embassy. 

He met earlier in the day with 
the emir, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
A1 Sabah, the crown prince and 
prime minister. Sheikh Saad AI 
Abdullah Al Sabah, and other 
senior officials. 

Kuwait is the first teg of a tour 
which will take the secretary to 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. Plans 
to visit Oman were cancelled due 
to a tight schedule, according to 
the U.S. embassy in Muscat (See 
page 2). 

Mr. Cartoon is to inspect the 
regional U.S. naval force of ab- 
out 30 vessels. About 80 warships 
from Western countries and the 
Soviet Union have assembled as 
the menace of the war to Gulf 
shipping escalated in the past 
year. 

Diplomats in the area sug- 
gested that Mr. Carlucri could 
return to Washington to recom- 


mend expanding U.S. naval pro- 
tection to cover at least vessels 
with U.S. interests, even if under 
foreign flags. 

They .also said Mr, Carlucri 
might discuss thinning the force if 
Iran showed signs of accepting a 
July 20 ceasefire demand by the 
U.N. Security Council. 

Iran's official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said a re- 
duction was expected because the 
U.S. naval force had Tailed to 
minimise the attacks on ships, but 
has rather triggered such 
attacks.” 

The Soviet Union has sug- 
gested that a U.N. naval force 
replace U.S. and other foreign 
naval forces to protect shipping in 
the Gulf. 

The Soviets said the idea was a 
parallel proposal to a U.S.-led 
campaign for an arms embargo 
against Iran if it persists in refus- 
ing to accept the ceasefire resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Carlucri described as “a 
very vague and inappropriate at 
this stage” the Soviet proposal. 
He said all the efforts now should 
be focused on a follow-up resolu- 
tion to enforce the ceasefire. 

He said such a resolution 
should “impose sanctions on the 
party that has refused to imple- 
ment Resolution 598, that is to 
say Iran.” 

“We are beginning to get some 
movement in "that direction. We 
will hope that the Soviet Union 
would join in,” he went on. 
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Cache of Byzantine coins found in 
Egypt hailed as greatest of its kind 


By Mimi Mann 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO — Egypt announced 
Sunday the discovery of 820 gold 
coins buried 1,300 years ago under 
a monk’s' ceil, a cache that 
Egypt's antiquities chief called 
the greatest find of its kind. . 

The coins date from the sixth 
and seventh centuries, the Byzan- 
tine period that bridged early 
Christianity with Islam. 

They were buried in two small 
day jars, one found broken, at 
Dair Al Abiad, a famous Coptic 
Christian monastery near Sonag, 
about 450 kilometres south of 
Cairo. 

Officials, of the Egyptian anti- 
quities Organisation displayed 
the golden hoard Sunday on a 
table covered with green felt 
Some were stacked against shards 
of the broken jar, and others 
were {dared in. neat rows beside 
the second jar. 

“Ibis is the greatest discovery 
of golden coinage in the history of 
■ Egyptian antiquities,” said 
Ahmad Kadiy, the organisation’s 
riiairaian responsible for all Phar- 
aonic, Coptic and Islamic 
•archaeological work in Egypt- 
: ’There coins are priceless. 


Tbey’re very important to the 
history of minting.” 

• t He said the reins, bearing 
likenesses of Byzantine emperors 
Justinian and Phocas, were 
minted in Constantinople. Justi- 
nian ruled for nine years in the 
■early sixth century, Phocas for 
eight years almost a century later. 

Kadiy said the coins were 
found beneath a monk’s cell dur- 
ing “systemic.excavation” of the 
monastery-in preparation for res- 
toration work in progress. 

One of Egypt's most traditional 
monasteries, Dair Al Abiad — 
the. name means “white monas- 
tery” — was founded in the 
fourth century, during the early 
days of Egyptian monastidsm. 

Egypt’s Coptic Church, found- 
ed by Saint Mark in A.D. 51, is 
considered the oldest Christian 
denomination. It gave toe world 
the concept of monastidsm, with 
communities of believers forming 
around monks and priests -who 
isolated themselves in deserts as 
hermits. 

Gawdat Gabra, director of 
Cairo’s Coptic Museum, said 400 
of the corns would go to his 
museum to begin, a new collec- 
tion. The rest will go - to the 
Islamic Museum.. 


He said an Egyptian archaeolo- 
gical team found the stashed 
coins on Dec: 17 in a pit just west 
of die main monastery bnflding. 
“The fact tbey were found at a 
monastery is special, and the fact 
- they were buried in two Coptic 
jars makes it even more special.” 
he said. 

- “This place was one of Egypt’s 
most important institutions,” 
Gabra told the Associated Press. 
“Architecturally it was different, 
because it resembled more a tem- 
ple from the days of the pharaohs 
-than a Christian monument It 
had a big library, hospitals, many 
facilities serving 2,000 monks and 
1,800 nuns.” 

Officials stressed that the dis- 
covery of the coins could lead to 
further information about two 
important but poorly 
documented eras of Egyptian 
antiquity, the early Christian and 
Byzantine periods. 

“We don’t have a 
information about 
Said Kathy. 

■'Perhaps these reins can shed 
light on our questions, and well 
discover why they were buried m 
a monastery. How did they get 
. there? We can only speculate 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
iitJordan 

■1st Circle. Jabai Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tain away ts available 

' Open daily l2:W-3:30 
p.m. ■ 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. $38968 


£ 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away avattaMa 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18.H0 -23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 / 


The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


IIAttOTEL ||jLi<j||ls 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL - Fax 602434 
Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
. To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m . 

■v 6:30- Midnight y 
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CHINESE 
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TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

TakMw^Mnrfoi 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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6 sports 


Swiss skier wins World 


Cup giant slalom race 


TTGNES, France (AP) — Switzerland’s Vreni Sch- 
neider won a women’s giant slalom race Tuesday, 
holding off a French challenge from Catherine 
Quittet and Carole Merle to score her first World 
Cap victory this season. 


Schneider was timed in 2 mi- 
nutes, 33.68 seconds for the two 
runs. It was her 12th career vic- 
tory. 

Quittet, who 'led after the first 
heat, came in second at 2:33.83. 
Merle had the fastest time in the 
second heat and placed third in 
2:34.82. 

Michela Figini of Switzerland 
was fourth with a total time of 
2:35.12. She retained the overall 
World Cup lead with 104 points. 

Spain's Blanca Fernandez 
Ochoa, second in the season 
standings, bad a chance for the 
victory but hooked a ski on the 
next-to-last gate of the second 


heat. She was third after the first 
run and had the fastest intermedi- 
ate time in the second, bettering 
Schneider. 


Schneider, a 23-year-old from 
Elm, was second behind Quittet 
in the only other giant slalom this 
year at PiancavaUo, Italy. “The 
first run was tight. The second 
course was much wider and was 
wonderful," Schneider said. 

Quittet, from nearby Megeve, 
is coming back after knee injuries 
on both knees which sidelined her 
most of last season. 


“I'm happy to do^well. I'm 
content to do well after my win at 
PiancavaUo." Quittet said. She 


led Schneider by .05 second after 
the first run, 1:19.72 to 1:19.77. 

Merle was a surprising third- 
place finisher. Starting from 20th, 
she was 11th in the first heat. 
Then she skied the fastest second 
run in 1:13.30. 

Figini had problems in the first 
run, finishing more than two 
seconds behind the leaders. “I 
bad a problem with a turn and 
stepped on my pole," figini said. 
“But I skiedf very well in the 
second run.” Her time of 1:13.35 
was the second-fastest in the 
afternoon. 

Austria's Anita Wachter and 
Yugoslavia's Matej’a Svet were 
fifth and sixth, respectively. 

Maria Walliser of Swtizerland, 
the two-time overall World Cup 
champion, came in seventh. 

Debbie Armstrong, the only 
American to qualify for the 
second run, went off the course 
three gates from the end. 


Arbitration panel to meet 
on Gasser’s drug case 


LONDON (R) — The future of 
Swiss runner Sandra Gasser, ban- 
ned for failing a drugs test, will be 
discussed by a special arbitration 
panel later "this month, the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration (IAAF) said on Tuesday. 

The arbitration panel, which 
has met only once before, was 
convened for January 18 after 
Gasser won a Swiss civil court' 
ruling overturning the IAAFs 
two-year ban m an unpre- 
cedented legal move, IAAF 
general secretary John Holt said. 

“It is quite extraordinary," 
Holt said of Gasser’s December 
court action. “We cannot stop 
people going to a court in their 
own country but we can only 
suggest that in the first instance 
they should exhaust all the possi- 
bilities within the family." 


came third, and another on Sept. 
23, were both positive. 

She has vehemently denied 
taking steroids and the Swiss 
Athletics Federation (SAF) has 
lodged a formal appeal with the 
IAAF, saying it is not satisfied 
with the results of the tests. 

Holt told Reuters that Gasser, 
who had been one of Switzer- 
land's greatest hopes for this 
year’s Seoul Olympics, would be 
invited to attend the London 
arbitration panel hearing, accom- 
panied if she wished bv a lawyer 
and a Swiss federation repre- 
sentative. 

The SAF opposed Gasser’s 
civil court action and refused to 
allow her to run in an internation- 
al road race in Zurich on Dec. 27 
despite the judge's ruling. 

The arbitration panel, com- 


Gasser, 25, was suspended af- posed of Australian Robert Elli- 
ter a test for anabolic steroids on cott, Evelin Herberg of East Ger- 
Sept. 5, the day of the 1,500 many and Lanri Tarasti of Fin- 
metres final at the Rome World land, will have two weeks to 
Championships in which she deliver its verdict. 


E. German 


swimmer 


emerges 

victorious 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — 
East Germany's backstroking su- 
perstar Cornelia Sirch blitzed an 
international field to win the 200- 
metre by almost a second in the 
highlight of the second leg of the 
Uncle Tobys swimming challenge 
Tuesday. 

Sirch, 22, whose best time for 
the distance is only 1.3 seconds 
off the world record, finished in 2 
minutes, 12.64 seconds, ahead of 
Aneta Patrasdou of Romania 
and Nicole Livingstone of Au- 
stralia. 

In the competition at the Ade- 
laide Aquatic Centre Patrasdou 
finished in 2:13.50 and Living- 
stone in 2:13.54. 

The win earned Sirch the swim- 
mer of the session award and a 
hefty 974 points in the interna- 
tional challenge. 

In other events, world record 
holder Tamara Costacbe of 
Romania won the 50-metre frees- 
tyle. She finished in 26.06 
seconds, beating Kristin Otto of 
East Germany, who finished in 
26.49 and Livia Copariu of 
Romania, 26.53. 

Australia's Tom Stachewicz 
also picked up his second gold 
medal of the challenge with a win 
in the 200-metre freestyle. 

Stachewicz led from the start, 
finishing in 1 minute, 51.22 
seconds, more than a second fas- 
ter than Sven Lodziewski of East 
Germany, who finished in 
1:52.40, followed by East Ger- 
man teammate Dirk Richter at 
1:52.65. 


NBA ROUNDUP 


Cavaliers ride to victory; 
Spurs, Jazz and Suns lose 


NEW YORK (AP) — Cliff 
Robinson scored 31 points and 
Charles Barkley added 28 to lead 
Philadelphia to a 122-114 victoiy 
over the Phoenix Suns, snapping 
the 76ers' five-game losing 
streak. 

The Suns led 36-26 with 42 
seconds remaining in the first 
period in the game at Phi- 
ladelphia. But Robinson led a 
23-7 run with 10 points to give 
Philadelphia a 49-43 lead and 
Phoenix never got closer than five' 
points after that . 

Elsewhere, Brad Daugherty 
came off the bench to score 25 
points and Mark Price added 23 as 
the Cleveland Cavaliers coasted 
to a 122-101 victory over Denver. 

A 284 Cleveland run, includ- 
ing 10 by Price, gave the Cava- 
liers a 38-20 lead late in the first 
quarter in the game at Richfield, 
Ohio. Denver rallied to within 
5047 midway through the second 

S ir, but a 19-6 spurt by the 
ers gave them a 69-53 half- 
time lead and they were never 
seriously threatened the rest of 
the way. 

In another game, Lany Bird 
scored 28 points and Danny 
Ainge added 20, including six 3- 
point goals, to lead the Boston 
Celtics to a 107-99 victory over 
the Utah Jazz. 

Kevin McHaie had 24 points 


for the Celtics, who had to come 
from behind in the fourth quarter 
m the game at Salt Lake City. 
One minute into the final 

g :riod, Utah held an 85-79 lead. 

at the Celtics went on a 19-5 run 
and held a 98-90 advantage with 
4:53 remaining. 

James Worthy scored 23 points 
and Byron Scott added 21 as the 
Los Angeles Inkers defeated the 
San Antonio Spurs 133-115 for 
their 11th consecutive victory. 
The Lakers’ streak is the longest 
in the NBA this season and their 
22-6 record is the best in the 
NBA. 

The Lakers led 4746 with 5:15 
remaining in the first half when 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar blocked 
Greg Anderson's dunk shot 
attempt by reaching through the 
hoop with his left hand. No goal- 
tending was called despite vehe- 
ment protests by the Spurs’ play- 
ers and coaches. 

Los Angeles then outscored 
the Spurs 12-2 over the next 3:26 
to take a 5948 lead in the game at 
Inglewood, California. The Spurs 
were able to close to 69-63 early 
in the third quarter, but the Lak- 
ers outscored San Antonio 16-3 
for an 85-66 lead. 

Alvin Robertson led the Spurs 
with 20 points and former Laker 
Frank Brickowski added 16. 


FIFA boss urges officials to 
control soccer hooliganism 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — FIFA 
President Joao Havelange has 
urged government officials to put 
an end to hooliganism at soccer 
stadiums, saying referees can de- 
ter the violence on the field, but 
never off it. 

“We are concerned about the 
growing violence at football sta- 
diums worldwide. But we must 
say referees only have the ele- 
ments to control violence if it 
happens inside the field," the 
Brazilian told the JomaJ do Brasil 


their jurisdictions," 
stated. 


Havelange 


newspaper. 

“...As to off the field hooligan- 
ism, it is up for city officials to 
preserve the security of the spec- 
tators. If they are not capable of 
doing that, they should not au- 
thorise games to be held within 


Havelange said in the interview 
that he does not want any change 
in the rules of soccer, “because I 
consider the rules of soccer abso- 
lutely perfect.” 

Many officials and critics are 
demanding a few changes in the 
rules of the game, aimed at mak- 
ing it more exciting. 

For the 1990 cup finals in Italy, 
Havelange said, each of the 52 
matches will cost FIFA S1.2 mil- 
lion, adding up to total expenses 
of nearly S6Q million. 

The FIFA chief said spon- 
sorship of the World Cup finals 
are secured up until the 1998 
tournament. 


Welsh bid for World Cup 
regulation change thwarted 


ZURICH (R) — A bid by Wales 
to change tire qualifying rules for 
the four-team European groups 
in the 1990 World Cup has failed 
to gain the support it needed to 
force an alteration. 

The International Football 
Federation (FIFA) said in a news 
release on Tuesday that only 
three nations from the 12 canvas- 
sed in the three four-team groups 
supported Wales’ request for the 
remtroduction of play-offs be- 
tween the group nmners-up. 


The World Cup organising 
committee decided last month 
that the group winners and* the 
two runners-up with the best re- 
sults would qualify for the final 
tournament m Italy. 

This meant the play-off system 
used in the qualifying competi- 
tion for the 1986 World Cup 
finals in Mexico was not being 
repeated, 

Wales meet West Germany, 
the Netherlands and Finland In 
their four-team group. 


Historic cricket trophy will go to Australia 


LONDON (R) — The Ashes, the 
historic .cricket trophy, are leav- 
ing Lord's for the first time for 60 
years to be displayed at the 
bicentennial test between Austra- 
lia and England starting in Syd- 


ney on January 29. 

A statement issued by MCC on 
Tuesday said the four-inch-high 
urn would be sent to Sydney 
“provided secure transport" 


could be arranged. The trophy is 
being insured for around £70,000 
($129,000). 

MCC Secretary John Stephen- 
son would not comment on re- 


ports that Prince Charles would 
take the Ashes with him when he 
hies to Australia on January 24 to 
attend the country's 200th birth- 
day celebrations. 
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FRENCH 
CULTURAL 
CENTRE 

TEL. 637009, 6 36445 

Registration is now open at the 

French jCuItaral Centre for the 
following courses: 

— French language courses for adults (all 
levels) 

— Preparation courses for the exams at Sor- 
bonne University (Paris) 

— Arabic language courses for foreigners (all 
levels) 

— Music courses (Piano, German Flute, Sax- 
ophone, Guitar) * 

— Handicraft courses (Art of flower making, Silk 
Painting). 

The registration will last on Saturday 9 January 
and the courses will start on 9 January 1988 till 24 
March 1988. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN ABDOUN 


Consists of 2 bedrooms, dining room and 2 spacious 
sitting areas, veranda, separate heating and telephone. 


Call: 662016 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m M and 621377 from 
3-7 p.m. 


For more information please contact the 
library of the centre, telephone 636445. 
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mat PHOSPHATE MOSS CO., LTD. 


Invitation to Tender No. 2F/88 

JPMC announces the invitation to Tender No. 2F/88 
for the supply of 30000-40000rri tons of wet alumi- 
num hydroxide, related- to fertilizer complex. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman, Supply Department. Application for docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a nonrefundable 
fee of JD (10) for each set of tender documents. 
The closing date for submission tenders is 12.00 
hours local time Monday 25th Jan. 1988. 


Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 


The Ashes were presented to 
MCC in 1928 by Lady Damley, 
widow of Ivo Bligh, who cap- 
tained the England team which 
beat Australia in Australia in 
1883. The Ashes of a burnt stump 
bad been given to him as a 
light-hearted follow-up to the 
“obituary of English cricket" 
placed in a newspaper following 
England's defeat by Australia in a 
home series the previous year. 


The MCC statement said: “As 
a goodwill gesture, the MCC 
committee has agreed to loan the 
urn containing the Ashes to the 
organisers of the Australia-Eng- 
land test match in Sydney on 
January 29-February 2. 


“The New South Wales Cricket 
Association has guaranteed the 
security of the Ashes urn while it 
is in Australia." 


JORDAN TIMES. WEDNESDAY 


Bulgaria, Poland to attend Olympics 


SOFIA (Agencies) — Bulgaria 
and Poland said on Tuesday they 
will compete in the 1988 Olym- 
pics in Seoul, reducing still furth- 
er the likelihood of another com- 
munist-led boycott of the summer 


would come at a NOC meeting 
Jan. 11 or 12. 

All Soviet Bloc nations, except 
Romania, boycotted the 1984 Los 


games. 

Both 


countries joined the 
Soviet boycott of the 1984 games 
in Los Angeles, So did East 
Germany and Hungary, which 
last month said they would go to 
Seoul, while the Soviet Union 
indicated on Monday it too would 
compete in this year's Olympics. 

Hungary and East Germany on 
Dec. 21 became the first Soviet 
Bloc countries to officially 
announce they would send teams 
to South Korea. 

The Soviet Union’s top sports 
official told a news conference in 
Frankfurt, West Germany, on 
Monday that his country intended 
to participate in the games in 
September. 

Mart Gramov, chairman of the 
Soviet Sports Committee and 
chief of the National Olympic 
Committee (NOC), said the final 
decision on Soviet participation 


Yugoslavia 
131st state 
to join 
Olympics 


(SEOUL (R) — Yugoslavia 
[become the third East Bloc awn-, 
(try to confirm it wffl take part raj 
[the Seoul Olympics, orgarnsersj 
paid on Tuesday. 

The Seoul Olympic Orgw&ngi 
(Committee (SLOOO said it had 
been told by the 


Olympic Committee (IOC) that] 
131 countries bad now accepted 
invitations to the games. 


Angeles Olympics, claiming they 
were not given sufficient security 
guarantees for their athletes. 


Non-aligned YupaJavia, which 
left the Soviet Bloc in 1948, took 
part is the Los Angeles Games. 

The United States and many 
Western countries boycotted the 
1980 Moscow Olympics in protest 
against Soviet intervention m 
Afghanistan. 

“The Bulgarian Olympic Com- 
mittee supports all initiatives, as 
well as the efforts of International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) Presi- 
dent Juan Antomu Samaranch 
for ffoding opportunities for joint 
organisation of (he (Seoul) Olym- 
pics by the national Olympic 
committees of South Korea and 
the Korean People's Democratic 
Republic (North Korea)." the 
8TA report said. 

. North Korea threatened to 
lead a boycott of the Seoul 
Games unless its demands to be 
made a co-host were met. South 
Korea has offered North Korea 
some sports, but the North has 
insisted on hosting no less than 
half of the evena.' Previous talks 
between the two sides under IOC 
auspices have failed to resolve the 
issue. 


Paris-Dakar 

timelimit 

extended 


HASSI MESSAOUD, Algeria 
(AP) — Organisers of the Paris- 
Dakar rally said Tuesday they 
extended the time limit for 
finishing the first African stage of 
the race after more than one- 
third of the field was delayed by 
mechanical problems or desert 
sands. 

Nearly 200 of the competitors 
failed to reach this Saharan town 
Monday night in regulation time 
after a 594-kilometre (369-mile) 
stage from El Oued in eastern 
Algeria. Of the 585 drivers who 
left El Oued on Monday morn- 
ing. only 387 made it here by the 
time limit. 

“This conforms to our predic- 
tions," organiser Gilbert Sabine 
said. “We knew this stage would 
be pitiless. And it was." 

The problems were so severe 
that organisers decided to extend 
the time limit into Tuesday after- 
noon for the finish of Monday's 
leg, but assess a 10-hour penalty 
for the late arrivals. 

It was not immediately known 
how many competitors would be 
able to continue with Tuesday's 
608-kilometre (378-mile) drive to 
Bordj Omar Driss. 

There were 602 entrants when 
the race started Friday in Versail- 
les, just outside Paris, for the 
three-week, 12,784-kilometre 
(7,982-mile) course to Dakar, 
Senegal. 


Richards goes 
on rampage 
to secure 
victory 


RAJKOT, India (R) — Viv 
Richards hammered India’s bowl- 
ing for an unbeaten century on 
Tuesday to lead West Indies to a 
six-wicket victoiy in the fourth 
one-day international. 

Richards hit 110 as West Indies 
took a 3-1 lead in their eight- 
match series by making 222 for 
four in 40.1 overs in reply to 
India’s 221 for seven in 42 overs. 

The match looked evenly 
poised at the start of the last 10 
overs of the 43-overs-a-side 
match, with West Indies needing 
72 rons to win on a placid pitch 
against effective spin bowling. 

But Richards tore into the left 
arm spin of Indian captain Ravi 
Shastri for three sixes in the 35th 
over to the dismay of some 25,000 
spectators cramming the stadium. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


A fully-furnished ground floor flat, within a two-storey villa 
consists of 2 bedrooms and salon with telephone, garden 
and central heating. 

Location: 7th Circle. 


Please call: 638887 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Swede wins tennis event after shaky start 


AUCKLAND (R) — Peter Lundgren of Sweden, the (op seed, 
dropped his first two service games before scoring an emphatic 
6-3, 64 first-round win over American Dan Cassidy in the 
Auckland Grand Prix tennis tournament on Tuesday. Lundgren 
lost the first game despite serving three aces, retrieved the break 
immediately but was broken again in the third game. But from 
then on, the world's 27tb-ranked player kepi a firm hold on the 
match, taking charge of the second set when be won four games in 
a row. Ramesh Knshnan of India, who won the Grand Pm event 
in Wellington last week, took only 68 minutes to advance to the 
second round, beating Frenchman Tank Ben ha biles 6-0, 64. 


Canada wins junior hockey title 


MOSCOW (AP) — A year after ending the World Junior Hockey 
Championship in a controversial brawl with the Soviet Union. 
Canada defeated Poland 9-1 Monday to daim world junior title. 
The victory left Canada undefeated in the eight-team tournament 
with a record of six wins and a tie. The Soviet Union came away 
with the silver medal by trouncing West Germany in the final 
game of the 12th animal competition. 


ABC seeks bullet-proof glass in Calgary 


CALGARY, Alberta (R) — Commentating at next months 
Winter Olympics could be risky business jpdgmg by ABCs latest 
request to games* organisers. The U.S. fdeviswn net wor k has 
asked for bullet-proof glass to protect broadcast^ flfldaflg near 
the biathlon shooting range at the Canmore Nordic Centre. ABC 
officials, who gave the games a substantial shot m the arm by 
paying more than S300 million for the American broadcasri^his. 
are dearly determined to reduce all risks. They also want 
plexiglass installed at positions in the Saddledome — venue of the 
ice hockey competition — to protect coramcntatois from unrufv 
spectators. 


UEFA Cap clash switched to Cologne 


BONN (R) — The first leg of the UEFA Cup quarterfinal tie 
between Bayer Leverkusen and Barcelona will be staged in 
Cologne, the West German dub said on Tuesday. Bayer had been 
seeking an alternative venue because the capacity of their own 
Ulrich Haberiand Stadium has been reduced to 20,000 because 
of reconstruction. Cologne's Muengersdorfer Stadium bolds 60.000 
spectators. The dub said it was also possible the match might be 
brought forward a day to March 1 so that it could be showed live 
on television, avoiding a dash with the main match of the round 
— Bayem Munich vs Real Madrid in the European Cup. 


Czech skiing events called off 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (AP) — Two world ski jumping cup 
competitions scheduled for this weekend have been called off due 
to lack of snow, Czechoslovak television has reported. The report 
quoted organisers as saying the events in Liberec and Harachov. 
in northern Bohemia, could not be held because of unfavourable 
snow conditions in the area. Czechoslovakia, tike other parts of 
Western and Eastern Europe, has seen one of the mildest winters 
in many years, with temperatures up to 13 degrees C. (56F. ) and 
even higher. Lack of snow has forced postponement of Alpine 
skiing competitions in Austria, West Germany and Switzerland. 


Sirch destroys top class field 


ADELAIDE (R) — East German backstroker Cornelia Sirch 
destrwed a top-flight field to win the 200 metres by almost a 
second in the second leg of an international swimming series on 
Tuesday. Sirch, 22, toodied in two minutes 12.64 seconds, ahead 
of Aneta Patrasdou of Romania. Australia's Nicole Livingstone 
was third and was pi eased to have swum about two seconds faster 
than she planned but felt her turns let her down. 


Coordes returns to Bayern 


MUNICH, West Germany (R) — Bayern Munich, West German 
champions for the past three vears, said on Tuesday they have 
re-signed former assistant trainer Egon Coordes to help them 
after a disappointing first half of the season. Coordes, 44, was 
assistant to Udo Lattek from 1984 to 1986 before leaving to 
become framer of Stuttgart. But he parted company with his new 
club earlier this year after a series of bad results. Bayem, under 
new trainer Jupp Heynckes. lie third m the league three points 
adnft of leaders Werder Bremen, who have a game in hand. 


SUPER-DELUXE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

1) Fully-furnished, 4-bedroom apt.. 2nd floor, 350 sq.m, 
area, large kitchen, laundry room, spacious salons, 4 
verandas, with independent utilities (water, electricity 
and fuel). Beautiful view. Located between 5th and 6th 
Circles. Reasonable rent. 

2) Fuliy-fumished, 2-bedroom apt., ground floor of villa, 
with TV, telephone and independent central heating. 
Located in 7th Circle area. 

For more Information, please call: 810984 any- 
time. 


^Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


BEVERLY 
HILLS COP II 


yPeifeniBBCo *30. SAP. B:». 10:30 



Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


TIGERS 
DON’T CRY 


y V Fcrtonnmces 3J0.6.-IS.B.-30. 10:30 



f Cinema . Tel: 6774201 

1 _____ PLAZA 1 

girls fun 

3:30. 6.00. 8 JO. WJO 
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Economy 

World Bank announces cut 
in variable repayment rate 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The World Bank announced Mon day it 
has reduced to 7.72 per cent for the first half of 1988 its variable 
repayment rate on regular loans to developing countries. The 
previous rate was 7.76 per cent. ) 

It was the 11th consecutive semiannual reduction since July ¥, 
1982, when the bank adopted its current policy of variable repayment 
rates, the announcement said. The rate was 11.43 per cent then. Tfflst 
July 1 it was cut from 7.92 per cent to 7.76. 

The new rate is calculated by adding one-half of one per cent to the 
sighted average cost during the half year of a pool of major World 
borrowings settled since the start of the variable programme. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Followin 
leading world currencies anu 
the London foreign exchange 



One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.8480/90 
1.2960/70 
1.6127/37 
1.8140/50 
1.3122/32 
33.75/78 
5.4520/50 
1188/1190 
125.25/35 
5.8600/50 
6.2875/2925 
6.2000/50 

One ounce of gold 476.90/477.30 


Tuesday. 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices drifted from the day’s highs in late 
trading on modest profit-taking after eari^dollar strength and 


subsequent concerted E 


intervention to 


support the ILS. currency 

SE 100 share index was 42.6 op at 1,790.1 


central 
sentiment. 

At 1609 GMT the FTSI 
after touching a huh of 1,798.3. 

Dealers said although trading volumes showed a marked 
improvement on Mommy's low levels, an underlying mood of 
caution prevails as operators remain suspicious of the dollar’s 
ability to sustain current levels. 

Equities tracked Wail Street's performance in late afternoon 
trading, with major dollar earners featuring amongst the largest 
gains. ICI put on 38p to 1,145, Bat 25p at 470, Cooksofr a like 
amount at , 
the ; 
to; 

oversold position, dealers said. 

B.P. new shares were !6p up at 71 after a high of 73 and were by 
far the most actively traded shares in the market, posting a 
volume of 68 million shares. The Kuwait Investment Office (KIO) 
was again thought to feature amongst the buyers, dealers said. 
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roan 


horoscope 

From the Carrol Righter Institute ' 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
may fed a bit disoriented or anx- 
ious this morning, so ait down, 
relax, and collect your thoughts 
before begfaming spy new projects. 
Enjoy romance fd tbs H gfitar .rfHa 
oflife this evening. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Take 
care of any responsftifitiea which 
you have put off before starting on 
your scheduled plana. Let your 
superior * see how talented you are. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
You may find it difficult to handle 


business affairs, but you'll have 
time to improve your home later. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You can get much accomplished 
with your associa t es if you co- 
operate and work in ha ms my- Take 
care of personal calls tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Handle ail emotional affair' 
early today, then spend same tune 

revising your budget- Work an im- 
proving a special talent. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Ang. 21) Take a 
good look at where you're head ed 
and where you've been. Make a 
definite plan of action which will 
achieve your goals. 

(Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Recognize the obstacle* in your 


help you a 
VIRGO 


path, and find a way to remove 
them without diarmngjrour plans. 
Have « polite chat wiu your mate. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Yea 

would be wise to use yam charm if 
you want to achieve an important 
goal today. Postpone fun with ywr 
friends until your mood improves. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Now. 2D 
Don't break a promise you made to 
assist a business associate. Stick to 
your normal routinee today, and be 
sura to get plenty of rest tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
2D Many people will be helpful to 
you today if you ask politely and 
diplomatically. Don't forget to 
show your gratitude. 

CAPRICORN (Deo. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Study every detail of a new venture, 
but keep the main i ss ue firmly in 
mhwl Enjoy an anmsemant with 
your mate, but avoid arguing. 

AQUARIUS (Jen. 21 to Feb. 1« 
An influential person with sn in* 
listed ego could give you a very dif- 
ficult t™* if yon don’t msintor" 

your am on of j»mnnr tonight. 

PISCES (Feb. 28 to Mar. 20) 
Figure out a way to make your 
h pm* more charming and har- 
monious, and you'll 
there. Get plenty of rest 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Written 


ACROSS 
1 Gross person 
5 Derma 
8 Richard of 
films 

13 Type sta 

14 Home of song 

15 Do grammar 
wort 

16 Always 

17 Pari of BJV. 

18 Locations 
IB Swill steed 
20 Marches Nazi 

style 

22 Adores ol old 
films 

24 Gloria of old 
fikn 

25 Worry 

27 Employ 

28 Gourmand 
31. Per so n 

coming oat 
3S Several 
38 Author. James 
37 HoMup 
WDenum 
41 Corgi and 
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Yesterday's Razzia Salved: 


42 Pupfla 

44 Lay 

45 O&jSn 

48 Greenish blue 

49 Feed 
52 Hite haul 
M Novice 
SS. Contrive 
BO Zodiac sign 

61 Vapor 

62 Concerning 

63 Fabricates 

64 “No man — 
bland** 

65 Where the Brit 31 Art cuft 

xiritf 32 Conceits 

66 Doweb 33 Conception 

87 Aorta 34 “My country, 

66 Profound „ - * 

35 Enchant 

DOWN 36- One Of ft* 


6 Coal oil 

7 Under one’s 
charge 

8 Bahamian city 
6 Keep an — 

the ground 

10 Novice 

11 Rush letters 

12 Loch — 

15 Cut of dale 
21 US HA grad 
23 Consume 
26 Cheer 
28 Leave out 
30 Jewels 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnno nnnna Bonn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn Ennnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nsinn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


47 Leeds 

lunch 


T PIhca Virgin Inli" 1 ** lunch 

2 Old ft.’ money g Catendwrahbii 50 Fbyw^W 
3 Mian «*. 43 **- KapHaT CUM 


4 Coekout* 

5 Drees 


45 Surmise 

46 Goof 


51 Pfefcte 
83 A Palmer 


54 An Obenm 

55 Use a broom 
$5 Pack flnniy 

57 Ashtabula'S 
w ate r f ront 

58 Tapes' 



Kuwait lifts 
stake in B.P. 

, to 1.09b shares 

UJONBOlTfR) — The Kuwait 
Investment Office (KIO), an in- 
vestment aim of the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment, said on Monday it had 
raised its stake in oil giant British 
Petroleum Corp FIc. (B.P.) to 
18.34 per cent from 18.03 per 
cent. 

A KIO statement said it 
bought 18.5 million partly-paid 
B.P. shares at 71.35 pence 
($134) per share on Dec. 31. 
This brought KIO’s total holding 
in B.P. to 1.09 billion shares. 

The partly-paid B.P. shares, 
which were issued last October 
when the government sold off its 
remaining stake in Britain's big- 
gest company, were the most 
actively traded shares in London 
on Monday, with 51.3 million, or 
more than one per cent of B.P.’s 
equity, changing hands by the 
close. 

They finished the day at 73 
pence ($1.37), up 2.5 pence (4.5 
cents) on last Thursday, while 
fully paid B.P. ordinary shares 
ended the day 10 pence (18.75 


cents) ahead at £2.58 ($4.84). 

KIO’s recent purchases of the 
partly-paid shares have been 
above a British government’s 70 
pence ($131) support price which 
expires on Wednesday. 

The government set the buy- 
back price to underpin the new 
B.P. share issue after it was 
heavily undersubscribed at its 
launch which followed the col- 
lapse of world stock markets in 
mid-October. The shares were 
issued at £1.20 ($2.25) payable 
immediately followed by two in- 
stalments of £1.05 ($1.97) each 
due next August and in April, 
1989. 

KIO has declined to comment 
on the total stake in B.P. it seeks. 
However, oil analysts say it may 
raise its holding to 29.9 per cent, 
above which a full bid would be 
required under London Stock Ex- 
change rules. 

Most oil analysts believe KIO 
is only interested in building up a 
B.P. stake as a long-term invest- 
ment. Bat some experts say there 
is concern within B.P. that KIO 
might self its holding to an unwel- 
come bidder. 


Nigeria expects , 
$5.5b from oil 

LAGOS (OPECNA) — Nigeria 
expects a revenue of $5.45 billion 
from crude oil exports this year. 
President Ibrahim Babangida 
said in bis 1988 budget speech. 
Total foreign exchange budget 
for the year would be $7.04 bil- 
lion including public and private 
sector non-oil estimates and a 
$500 million balance of payments 
support loan. 

The president said ofl earning 
in the first three quarters of 1987 
were less than projected, adding 
that the world ofl market was 
largely unstable although it re- 
corded some improvement in the 
last few months. 


Dollar and stocks firm in Europe 


LONDON (R) - The dollar 
rallied strongly on Tuesday after 
earlier centra] bank support and 
encouraged a brisk advance in 
share prices around the world, 
although dealers said new year 
euphoria might not last. 

At one point the dollar reached 
1.6155 Deutschemaiks, a steep 
five pfennigs above historic lows 
touched on Monday at the start of 
the year's trading. 

But dealers said the main fac- 
tor behind the dollar’s climb was 
central bank buying on Monday 
and that gloom about the U.S. 
economy and its huge deficits 
might weigh it down again soon. 

“The ilk of the U.S. have not 
been cured by central bank in- 
tervention but, as usual, interven- 
tion will buy you time,” said a 
senior dealer with a U.S. bank in 
London. 

London's stock market opened 
1.8 per cent higher and Frank- 
furt, Paris, Amsterdam and 
Zurich shares all gained after 
Tokyo — the biggest stock mar- 
ket — ended 1 .6/ per cent ahead. 

The stock of doUar-e anting 
firms, particularly carmakers like 
Britain's Jaguar and West Ger- 
many’s BMW, got off to a flying 
start in Europe. 

The gains in world stock prices 
extended a rally began early in 
December after the autumn 
crash. The rally had faltered in 
the dosing days of 1987 when the 
dollar nosedived. 

Gold lost its sparkle for inves- 


tors and slipped about $3 to be 
fixed in London on Monday at 
$477.30 an ounce at six week 
lows. It touebed $500 in mid- 
December. 

Die dollar was also helped by 
news that U.S. spending on con- 
struction rose 22 per cent in 
November, seen as a positive sign 
for the economy, and by state- 
ments by French government 
officials about secret clauses in an 
:ment last month by tbe 


iroup of Seven (G-7) leading 
industrial nations. 

The accord publicly said they 
did not want the dollar, down 
almost 25 per cent in 1987, to 
keep sliding. News reports said 
the secret clauses pledged central 
banks to prop it up. 

Since Oct. 16 the dollar has 
steadily declined from 1.80 
marks. On the fust day of 1988’s 
trading, the dollar ended at 
1.5855 marks and 122.85 
Japanese yen and started Tues- 
day at 1.6045 and 124.75 in 
London. 

Tbe dollar began 1987 worth 
about 1.90 marks and 160 yen. 

Apart from the intervention, 
Monday’s decision by major 
Swiss banks to cut the rate on 
customer time deposits, 1 by V* to Vi 
percentage point also encour- 
aged dollar buying. 

Many economists expect U.S. 
trade figures for November, due 
on Jan. 15, to show a strong 
improvement on October’s re- 
cord $17.63 billion shortfall. 


Signs of a sustained improvement 
in the U.S. trade deficit would 
encourage the view that the dol- 
lar has fallen enough, dealers 
said. 

“If we had a pleasant surprise 
on the trade and no negative 
political news out of the U.S., the 
potential would be there for 1.68 
(marks)," said one London deal- 
er. At this point central banks 
might intervene to hold the dollar 
down, he added. 

The strong dollar, and a rise in 
the Dow Jones industrial average 
on Wall Street on Monday of 
76.42 points to break above the 
2,000 barrier, were the factors 
buoying stocks on Tuesday. 

Tokyo’s Nikkei stock index 
gained 358.24 points to end at 
21375.28. 

But it was well below its highs 
at the end of the day and brokers 
said afternoon selling was due to 
a continuing lack of confidence in 
the dollar. 

Hong Kong's share market 
soared, again helped by the dol- 
lar’s strength, ana the Hang Senj 
index rose 116.93 points or 5.'. 
per cent to 2,403.22. Sydney’; 
Australian All Ordinaries index 
was also up. 

European markets took the cue 
and London’s key blue-chip baro- 
meter, the Financial Times Stock 
Exchange 100-share index, began 
a sharp 31.2 points higher at 

At Europe's midday it had 
risen above 1,780. 


Foreign debt consumes 
36% of Indonesian budget 


JAKARTA (R) — President 
Suharto unveiled an expansion- 
ary budget on Tuesday, but more 
than a third of it will go to repay 
Indonesia's mounting foreign 
debt. 

President Suharto, laying down 
the economic foundation for his 
next five years at the head of 
South East Asia's largest nation, 
said Indonesia facea a difficult 
year due to sluggish growth and payments 
financial tumult m industrialised five-fold i 
countries. . 

But the 66-year-old president 
presented a budget for 1988/89 
that projected a modest turnar- 
ound after - two austere - years 
plMgnlg 'oil' prices tffiew 
the Indonesian economy into a 
taflspm. 

Overall spending is set to rise 
by 27 per cent to 28,963 billion 
rupiah ($17.5 billion) from 22,783 
billion ($13.8 billion). 

Government income will be 
boosted by a surge in exports 
outside the ofl sector, a nearly 30 
per cent increase in foreign aid, 
and a 20 per cent increase in tax 
revenues. 

President Suharto said inflation 
was 8.9 per cent in 1987, the same 
as in 1986. 

Government economists have 
ejected economic growth in 
1988 at four per cent from an 
estimated three per cent the pre- 
vious year. Other Indonesian 
economists project only two or 


three per cent growth in 1988. 

President Suharto, addressing 
parliament in a nationwide 
broadcast, said the steep decline 
in the value of the dollar over the 
last year had been disastrous for 
Indonesia’s debt picture. 

Indonesia has to pay back 
$6.06 billion in tbe 1988/89 fiscal 
year, which begins on April 1, a 
painful jump from last year's re- 
of $4.12 billion and a 
increase from 1982. The 
debt burden consumes 36 per 
cent of the new budget. 

Indonesia is Asia’s largest de- 
btor with total government over- 
seas debt estimated at $34.6 bil- 
' lion, buTisgfenfcraUyHfohkidered a 
good credit risk. * 

President Suharto, who is ex- 
pected to begin a fifth five-year 
term as president in March, said 
Indonesia considers it a matter of 
honour to pay its debts on time. 

The budget contained little to 
cheer Indonesia's 4.1 million civil 
servants and members of the 
armed forces. President Suharto 
said salaries would be frozen for 
the third straight year. 

The new budget shows Indone- 
sia, the only Asian member of the 
.Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries, is weaning it- 
self from oil. 

Oil and gas account for only 40 
per cent of projected export re- 
venue, down from 49 per cent in 
1987/88 


Turkish inflation 
rockets to 55% 

ISTANBUL (R) — Consumer 
prices in Turkey soared 55.1 per 
cent in 1987, more than double 
the government target, the State 
Institute for Statistics (SIS) said 
on Tuesday. 

Steep price rises after Prime 
Minister Turgut OzaTs Nov. 29 
election victory helped push up 
the 1987 annual figure, econom- 
ists said. 

In December consumer pri 
rose 11.3 per cent compared with 
6.2 per cent in November and 1.6 
per cent in December 1986, 
according to SIS, quoted by the 
Anatolian News Agency. 

The original government target 
for 1987 inflation was about 20 
per cent but was undermined by a 
big 1987 budget deficit and gross 
national product growth of 6.8 


per cent, compared with a target 
of five per cent. 

Mr. OzaJ has set a “reasonable 
level” of inflation as a major 
target but an interim budget 
approved by parliament for t 
first four months of 1988 pro- 
vided for spending at levels 5/ per 
cent higher than the 1987 
average. 

“It is impossible to bring infla- 
tion down to very low levels as in 
advanced countries... the country 
is still growing very fast,” Mr. 
Ozal said. 

Meanwhile, Turkey imported a 
record 2.15 million tons of crude 
oil in November mainly from Iran 
and Iraq , ofl industry sources 
said on Tuesday. 


Peanuts 


MAY I ASK YOU A 
SIMPLE QUESTION? ^ 


PJ 

P?; 


/topay my name 
\JS SARAH- 



OKAY, SARAH ..PLEASE 
TELL ME WOW I CAN 
ISENP YOU A CHRISTMAS 
CARP IF YOU 6IVE ME 
THE WRONG APPRE55... 


LAST YEAR WE HAP e| 
ALL BLUE U6HTS 
ON OUR TREE. 




Muttn’ Jeff 


MUTT VbU KNOW 
VblfRE HARD OF 
Hearing— wNY 


Fa hearing aid 


mutt; 

COSTS ElGtfiy BUCKS] I*LL 
I CAtfT AFFORD J GET 


- FIVE?— 
WELL,G.K. 
lilF IT WILL 
„ AID My 
,! NEARING/ 



I SAID, THAT, 
SHOULD 
DO IT/ 





Andy Capp 



ACTU4UY, ITS /W NEWCCMT J 
S- — BUT WHAT A BATTLE A 
( x HAfcwrrw HIM togetit] 



JORDAN TIMES, WfrnvgcnAy JANUARY 6, 1988 7 

Fahd scraps plan 

to reintroduce 
tax on foreigners 

RIYADH (Agencies) — Kins Fahd Tuesday scrap- 
ped a plan to tax foreign workers only two days after 
it was announced and caused an uproar among 
expatriates in the oil-rich nation. 


The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy quoted an unnamed “responsi- 
ble source” as saying the kin_ 
took the action “in the light o: 
what was shown to need revision 
regarding the imposition of per- 
sonal income tax on foreigners.” 

That apparently left open the 
possibility that the income tax 
plan might be reinstated after 
further study. 

The report made no mention of 
the newly imposed tax on foreign 
corporations. 

The government announced 
Sunday it would start taxing fore- 
ign workers and corporations af- 
ter a 12-year hiatus in order to 
help reduce budget deficits 
caused by declining oil revenues. 

Some three million foreigners 
live in Saudi Arabia. Nearly all 
the 30,000 Americans fall into the 
top tax bracket of 30 per cent 
scheduled under the now-cancel- 
led plan because they earn more 
than 66,000 riyals ($17,600) a 
year. 

Company taxes went as high as 
45 per cent of gross profits. 

Sunday's announcement shock- 
ed foreigners, many of who took 
jobs in Saudi Arabia because of 
the high, tax-free pay offered 
during Ihe oil boom years of the 
late 1970s and early 1980s. 

Workers at the King Faisal 
specialist hospital in Riyadh told 
reporters that several doctors and 
nurses handed in resignations fol- 
lowing the tax announcement. 

Some company officials said 
they would have to boost pay for 
workers to keep key experts. 

Saudi citizens and companies 
pay no formal tax. But they don- 
ate “zakat,” about 2.5 per cent of 


income, to charity as decreed by 
the Koran. Islam's holy book. 

The tax measures were part of 
a 141 billion-riyal ($38 billion) 
budget announced last week. It 
included provisions for borrowing 
through a bond issue for (he first 
time since the ofl boom. 

Saudi Arabia, like other oil- 
exporting countries, began suffer- 
ing budget deficits after oil prices 
started falling in 1982. 

The crisis peaked in 1986 when 
oil prices tumbled from S32 a 
barrel to below $10. Saudi Arabia 
was forced to delay its budget for 
nine months. 

Saudi officials at first 
announced thar the tax scale 
would be identical to that im- 
posed in the old tax law abolished 
in 1975-1976. 

But the English-language Saudi 
Gazette Tuesday quoted a senior 
official as saying the scale would 
be changed.' 

“I assure you the scale will be 
changed, especially the max- 
imum... I believe it' will be very 
generous,” the rice minister of 
finance and national economy. 
Sheikh Saleh A1 Omeir *aid. 

He also said the government 
had not derided on a definition of 
income — leaving open the possi- 
bility that benefits such as hous- 
ing, schooling and end-of-con- 
tract bonuses common in the 
kingdom might be exempt. 

fhe newspaper published an 
analysis of tne new‘ rates with a 
chart showing that tax rates under 
the old system would be slight!) 
higher than U.S. taxes for single 
people earning $50,000 to 
$100,000 a year. 


Economist sees poor 
prospects for Africa 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Africa’s 
economy grew 1.5 per cent in 
1987, a bit faster than the 1986 
rate of 1.2 per cent but below a 
forecast of two to four per cent, a 
senior United Nations official 
said on Monday. 

Mr. Adebayo Adedeji, execu- 
tive secretary of the United Na- 
tions Economic Commission for 
Africa (ECA), said in an end-of- 
/ear message that tbe prospects 
or 1988 were gloomy because of 
what he described as a difficult 
economic environment. 

Farm output grew by no more 
than one per cent in 1987, down 
from three per cent in 1986 and 
2.5 per cent in 1985, mainly be- 
cause of weather, civil strife and 


refugee problems, he said. 

Tne overall and farming 
growth rates are both well below 
population growth at about three 
per cent a year, which indicates a 
real decline in the average Afri- 
can’s per capita income and food 
production in 1987. 

ECA figures cover all of Africa 
but exclude white-ruled South 
Africa and Namibia. 

Mr. Adedeji blamed the slug- 
gish growth in 1987 on externa! 
factors such as stagnant or dwind- 
ling export earnings, the conti- 
nent’s foreign debt of $200 billion 
and a poor international response 
to Africa's emergency program- 
me for economic recovery. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“My weight isn't my fault! I 
think it has something to do with 
the depletion of the earth’s ozone layer!' 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter toeach square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

The world Ig coming to 
an end lomorow 


ARGIN 



□ 



VINEL 


_Q_ 

L 


LACKET 


□QIC 
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WHERE A FANATIC'S 

[ train of thousht 

ALWAYS RUNS. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the Surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


wLxiiin iixxx] 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; ANISE CLEFT IMPEDE DISMAL 

Answer: That fortune hunter without any dollars Is 
a to find a rich mats'without any this— 
Istr 
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Demonstrations reported in ^agan to 
Tibet; Austrian student held test’ lasers 


S. Africa announces 
plan to curb violence 

JOHANNESBURG (R) - A beaming of 1987. 
Coimter-InsurecncY Unit is step- The spokesman gav 



PEKING (Agencies) — An Austrian student was 
being held under house arrest in a Lhasa hotel, 
possibly in connection with a small pro-independence 
demonstration by Buddhist nuns in the rattan 
capital last month, the Austrian embassy w Peking 
said Tuesday. 


Embassy officials and Western 
sources in Lhasa said Felix Haller 
was put under house arrest three 
days after a Dec. 19 demonstra- 
tion by about 20 nuns outside the 
Jokhang, one of Tibet's holiest 
Buddhist shrines. 

The demonstration was tbe 
first reported from Lhasa since 
violent anti-Chinese, pro-inde- 
pendence disturbances in late 


September and early October re- 
sulted in an estimated 14 deaths. 

Details of tbe nuns' march 
were sketchy. Reports of some 
arrests could not De confirmed. 

Haller, 23, is a student of the 
Tibetan language and has been in 
Tibet for more than a year, said 
tbe embassy officials, speaking on 
a condition of not being identi- 
fied. 

The officials said Chinese au- 
thorities had told them Haller 
was confined to his hotel because 
he did not have a passport, which 
he bad sent to the embassy in 


Peking for renewal. But they said 
police also told Haller they sus- 
pected him of possible connection 
with the demonstrations. No 
charges have been filed against 
him. 

The embassy officials said they 
had sent Haller's passport back to 
Lhasa. 

Foreign journalists were expel- 
led from Lhasa in October, and 
the Tibetan government has since 
dosed die region to all foreigners 
except those travelling in tour 
groups. 

Buddhist monks, who led the 
demonstrations, reportedly have 
been forbidden to leave their 
monasteries and have been sub- 
jected to harsh re-education cam- 
paigns. 

Tie embassy officials said Hal- 
ler's credentials for staying in 
Tibet were “dubious" because he 
is affiliated with a university in 
Chengdu, Sichuan province. But 


they said authorities were aware 
that he was fo Tibet to further his 
studies and that before the au- 
tumn disturbances there had been 
no objection to his presence 
there. 

In a separate development, 
Chinese police accused of mal- 
treating a Mexican student and 
denying him emergency medical 
treatment said on Tuesday he fell 
from a roof and was not pushed 
as alleged. 

Francisco Reyes said on Mon- 
day a Chinese stranger attacked 
him in a hotel room on Dec. 30 
and he was later pushed off a roof 
three metres from the ground 
when he tried to escape. 

He spoke from his hospital 
bed, where he lies paralysed from 
the chest down. 

Reyes, a 33-year-old art stu- 
dent from Mexico City, accused 
police of detaining him for seven 
hours and treating him roughly. 

On Tuesday, the official blew 


, WASHINGTON (R) - The 
' Reagan administration has re- 
versed course on chemical lasers 
in a rush to test a beam weapon in 
space as soon as possible, inde- 
pendent analysis have said. 

The about-face on chemical 
lasers reflects “a political impera- 
tive to get some kind of beam 
weapon up there." said Matthew 
Bunn, a “Star Wars” expert at 
the privately funded Arms Con- 
trol Association. 

Bunn said President Reagan 
was rushing to put a “whiz-bang 
experiment” in space that could 
be pointed to as an early example 
that such weapons can work. 

“The chemical laser is the 
quickest way to get sometbng 
exotic in space." said Steve Hil- 
dreth, an analyst at the Congres- 
sional Research Service. 


JOHANNESBURG (R).- A 
Counter-Insurgency Unit is step- 
ping up action to curb black- 
azainst-black violence in the 
Pietermaritzburg area of South 
Africa where five more people 
died on Monday, police said. 

In the worst incident reported 
in a daily summary of violence 
released on Tuesday, a group of 
blacks attacked four fellow blacks 
in the Pietermaritzburg township 
of Mbubu, killing three of them 
and wounding a fourth. 

The bodies of two other blacks, 
both with stab wounds, were 
found at Elandskop and Deda, 
two other townships in tbe hills 
near Pietermaritzburg in eastern 
South Africa. 

A police spokesman in Pretoria 
said the Counter-Insurgency Unit 


The spokesman gave no details 
but indicated that more security 
personnel were being moved into 
the duster of shanty towns where 
the tempo of violence has risen 
sharply in the past four days. 

The struggle for supremacy in 
the townships, which are home to 
several hundred thousand peo- 
ple. is between the conservative 
Inkatha Movement and the leftist 
United Democratic Front, . a 
coalition of anti-apartheid 
groups. 

Both organisations denounce 
apartheid race segregation but 
disagree on how to end it. 

Tfie pro-government Johannes- 
burg Citizen newspaper said on 
Tuesday the Pietermaritzburg 
strife was reminiscent of violence 
in Soweto and other townships, 
where the level of unrest has been 


China News Agency quoted 
police as saying die student fell 
from a roof after drinking. 


quickest way to get sometbng was taking additional measures to in Soweto and other townships, 
exotic in space." said Steve Hil- curb the violence, which stems where the level of unrest has been 
dreth, an analyst at the Congres- from a power strode between sharply reduced after the eovem- 
sional Research Service. two black organisations and has ment imposed a nationwide state 

_ . c , , . , claimed nearly 300 lives since the of emergency 19 months ago. 

Development of the chemical • 

programmed ™ S'd Seoul opposition rules out 

eround-based shield against nuc- # . * r - ... 1 n , 

feyftsr ISdKS political stability under Roh 


“Reyes was taken to a nearby 
police station. Policemen then 
took him to a hospital and in- 
formed the Mexican embassy 
here,” the report said. 


Soviets to visit U.S. nuclear test site 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (AP) — 
Soviet scientists will visit the U.S. 
nuclear test site later this month 
as a first step in a process that 
could lead to an eventual nudear 
test ban. 

American scientists will visit a 
site at Seimpalatinsk, in Soviet 
Central Asia, on Jan. 11-14. The 
U.S. government said the open- 
ness of the trip will determine 
how much the Soviets will be 
allowed to see during their Jan. 
26-29 visit. 

The exchanges are designed to 
familiar ise U.S. and Soviet scien- 
tists with each other's secret test- 
ing grounds and serve as a pre- 
lude to visits later in the year 
during actual tests. 


Officials on Monday gave de- 
tails of the visits, which were 
announced in November follow- 
ing weeks of talks between U.S. 
and Soviet negotiators. 

Hie visits would allow each 
side to fry out equipment they 
believe could be used to verify 
the size of future tests and adher- 
ence to a test ban. 

Talks in Geneva produced test 
ban treaties in 1974 and 1976, but 
neither treaty was ratified by the 
U.S. Senate, in part because of 
concerns over verification. Both 
sides agreed to adhere to terms of 
the treaties, but both accused the 
otheT of violations. 

The 20 Soviet scientists will 


spend three nights at Mercury, a 
tiny town 105 kilometres north 
west of Las Vegas that serves as 
the hub for the testing activity on 
the desert site. 

The Soviets will see a vertical 
shaft that is being drilled for a 
future weapons test as well as a 
U.S. detection system in wbich a 
smaller shaft is drilled adjacent to 
the weapons shaft for seismic 
monitoring equipment. 

They will not visit tunnels 
where tests are conducted to de- 
termine the survivability of U.S. 
space and military hardware in a 
nudear strike. Some “Star Wars" 
research is believed to be con- 
ducted in the tunnels. 


monly known as “Star Wars.” 

Testing such a weapon in space 
could be a violation of the 1972 
anti-ballistic missile (ABM) trea- 
ty, Bunn and other experts said. 

On Dec. 23, the military began 
the first fall-scale ground tests of 
a laser known as Alpha, fuelled 
by hydrogen fluoride, the air 
force confirmed on Monday. 

Walt Johnson, a spokesman for , 
the Air Force Weapons Labora- i 
tory in Albequerque, New Mex- 
ico, said the initial test sent fuel 
through the sprawling, two mil- 
lion-watt laser to check seals and 
components. ; 

“An announcement of results 
will have to await the end of a 
series of tests” over several 
months, he said. 

In recent years the Alpha prog- 
ramme, a carryover of research 
under way since 1978, had been 
all but abandoned by the Penta- 
gon's SDI Organisation. 

Instead, military planners had 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Opposition leader Kim Dae-Jung 
on Tuesday said he will regain the 
political initiative ini upcoming 
elections, and he predicted Presi- 
dent-elect Roh Tae-Woo will face 
political instability. 

Mr. Kim said in an interview 
with tbe Associated Press that his 
Party for Peace and Democracy 
(PPD) would continue its efforts 
to prove that massive fraud was 
used to elect Mr. Roh. He 
claimed Mr. Roh lacks popular 
support and will find it difficult to 

“I don’t expect that there will 
be political stability under Roh 
Tae-Woo’s regime’” Mr. Kim 


Dae-Jung said. 

Mr. Roh defeated Mr. Kim 
Dae-Jung and rival opposition 
leader, Mr. Kim Young Sam, on 
Dec. 16 in South Korea's firs 
(Greet presidential election in 16 
years. 

Although opposition leaders 
have charged that tbe govern- 
ment resorted -to massive fraud to 
win die election, many people 
blame the two Kims for splitting 
the opposition vote. 

The PPD expects to emerge as 
the main opposition party in the 
National Assembly elections to 
be held before April, said Mr. 
Kim Dae-Jung, the PPD party 
president. 


Armacost, Pakistani aides 
discuss Afghanistan strategy 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (Agen- 
cies) — U.S. Undersecretary of 
State Michael Armacost held 


Opposition blames Aquino Hundreds injured in Yugoslav 
for not curbing violence New Year shoolin g s P ree 

O RFIfiRAnF — Hundreds WKno , 


MANILA (Agencies) — Philip- 
pine opposition leaders on Tues- 
day accused President Corazon 
Aquino of failing to curb election 
campaign violence and said 
bloodshed would come. 

The Jan. 18 local polls could be 
the “bloodiest in the history of 
Philippine elections," the Grand 
Alliance for Democracy said. 

“Is the government so helpless 
it cannot stop these killings? It 
shows the land of peace and 
order we have, in the country- 
side,” Alliance Secretary General 
Rene Espina told a news confer- 
ence. 

More than 50 people, including 
22 candidates, have been killed in 
the run-up to the polls to select 75 
provincial governors and more 
than 1,500 town and dty mayors. 

Philippine elections have tradi- 
tionally been bloody, with fierce 
rivalry among political warlords 
in the provinces. 

Three gunmen walked up on 
stage during a political rally Mon- 
day on Mindanao Island, killed a 
pro-administration mayoral 
candidate and fled, officials re- 
ported. 

The victim, Zosimo Bugas, was 
sitting next to Rep. Lorenzo Sar- 
miento when the attack occurred 
during a rally at Nabuturan in 
Davao De! Norte province. 

Mr. Bugas was a candidate for 


BELGRADE (R) — Hundreds 
mayor of Pando town in the of people were wounded when 
regional elections. Yugoslavs welcomed 1988 with 

The Commission on Elections traditional bursts of gunfire, the 
has postponed balloting in widely daily newspaper Borba said on 
scattered areas of the country Tuesday, 
because of fears of violence. The Borba said people across the 
commission holds hearings this country blazed away with revol- 
week on proposals to delay the vers, automatic rifles and 
balloting in parts of the northern machine guns on the stroke of 
Luzon Island. midnight on Dec. 31 and stray 

In a separate development the bullets caused hundreds of 
key prosecution witness in the casualties. 

Philippines’ most celebrated mur- Yugoslavs traditionally usher 
der underwent three hours of in the New Year with gunfire. 

defence grilling on Tuesday that 

tried to punch holes in his ^ . . 

account of opposition leader Be- / flP £1 n nrlllT 
nigno Aquino’s murder. ** VJvuvlj VJ llUl 

But airport worker Jessie Bar- " n *1 
celona, who broke a four-year 1T1 DldZll 
silence on Monday to say he had . 
seen a soldier shoot Sen. Aquino f|rt CArt rp\/nl t 
in the head at Manila airport in L V/ V V/J.L 

1983, appeared unshaken by de- 
fence attempts to suggest his WO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (A 
memory was dubious. — Two prisoners were killed a 

Barcelona's startling testimony six people injured Monday ni$ 
contradicted former President when police stormed a mazimt 
Ferdinand Marcos' claim that security prison in an effort to fi 
Sen. Aquino was killed by alleged 27 hostages held by seven reb 
Communist hit-man Rolando lious inmates, officials said. 
Galman. Negotiations between poll 


sought increased funding for a talks about coordinating U.S.- 
so-called free-electron laser. Pakistani strategy on Afghanis- 
tan. while Soviet* Foreign Minis- 

d . j I ter Eduard Shevardnadze paid an 

111 I UEOSlaV ■ unannounced visit to the Afghan 
° capital, Kabul, 

in a soree Mr. Armacost arrived in Isla- 

O r mabad on Monday accompanied 

firecrackers and feasting, and by Robert Oakley, Middle East 
police often warn people to stay director of the National Security 
Indoors. Council staff, and met later with 

Borba quoted Belgrade police ^ ^ P 2 ?; c e 

as saying mat at least nine people ^ Mr. Armacost. the U.S. State 
were wounded in the Yugoslav Department s third-ranking offic- 

capital but believed the number £. wa * l0 . ^ Tuesd ? v f 
to be higher. Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 

Junejo. 

A Belgrade woman judge, 40- . In Moscow, the Soviet News 
year-old Sofija Licanovski, was Agency TASS carried a commen- 
seriously hurt when a bullet fired tary critical of Mr. Annacost’s 
by a neighbour from his window visit, saying it was to convey to 
whizzed into her apartment and Afghanistan's anti-Communist 
hit her in the neck. rebels assurances from President 


Ronald Reagan that U.S. military 
and political support would be 
continued. 

“The commentaries by the 
U.S. press in the remap to the 
visit regrettably show that the 
new is pract ica Hy absent in the 
New Year portfolio of the White 
House envoy,” TASS said. 

It also announced Mr. She- 
vardnadze's arrival in Kabul, but 
gave no. details of his plans. 

Afghan Radio said earlier that 
Mr. Shevardnadze arrived unex- 
pectedly Monday and met with 
Najib, the Afghan leader. 

According to the Kabul Radio 
report. Premier Sultan Ali Kesh- 
tmand. Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakil and other Afghan officials 
met Mr. Shevardnadze at the 
airport 

There was no indication the 
U.S. and Soviet envoys would 
meet during or after their visits to 
the neighbouring countries. 


2 dead, 6 hurt Australian prisoners release hostages 

• *i FREMANTLE, Australia (R) — the blaze from outside the prison and tim6er prison, one o 

Itl tsrazu A 12 -hour siege in a Western wall as fire engines were too big lia’s oldest. 


Thirty-six soldiers and four 
civilians are charged with the 
murder of Sen. Aquino at Manila 
airport — now named after him 
— on Aug. 21, 1983 on his return 
from voluntary U.S. exile. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
*>387 Titwnt MW Semen, me 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

?AK63 OAJI0732 4QJ3 
The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Pass 2 \> Pass 

2 * Pass 3 <? Pass 

3 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KJ63 98 OAK 10632 4AQ 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East Sooth West North 

1 ? DM Pass 1 * 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*6 7AQ84 OA73 4A10542 

The bidding has proceeded; 

North East Sooth West 

I • Pass 2 4 Pdas 


2* Pass 3*? Pass 

3 4 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A103 UA982 OKQ7 4043 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 
<2*6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQ954 97 0AJ102 4K93 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 * Pass 24 Pass 

2 0 Pass 29 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AJ73 S71092 0QS3 4632 

Your partner opens the bidding 
with a demand bid of two dia- 
monds. What do you respond? 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) 
— Two prisoners were killed and 
six people injured Monday night 
when police stormed a maximum 
security prison in an effort to free 
27 hostages held by seven rebel- 
lious inmates, officials said. 

Negotiations between police 
and the rebel inmates continued 
into the night. 

Sporadic gun battles in the 
winding passages of the decades- 
old Jacuri Prison caused the 
deaths and injuries, State Secur- 
ity Department spokesman Sergi 
Motta told the Associated Press 
by telephone from the southern 
region. 

He said the two dead were 
prisoners, and four hostages, a 
police officer and an inmate were 
wounded. The dead and wound- 
ed were removed from the 
facility. 

Two hostages, a man and a 


A 12-hour siege in a Western 
Australia jail ended peacefully on 
Tuesday when inmates freed five 
prison officers taken as hostages. 

Police refused to say if any deal 
had been negotiated to end tbe 
Fremantle Prison siege, which 
began when 130 prisoners armed 
with home-made weapons went 
on the rampage on Monday. 

At the height of the rioting, 
prisoners, about a quarter of the 
jail's inmates, set fire to more 
than 100 cells and flames engulf- 
ing large sections of the prison. 
The roof of one of the main 
blocks collapsed. 

Firemen were forced to fight 


the blaze from outside the prison 
wall as fire engines were too big 
for the main entrance to the jail, 
built by 19th century convicts 
transported from Britain. 

Police inspector Don Smoothy 
said be believed the riot had been 
spontaneous, prompted by ex- 
treme beat. 

Western Australian Prison 
Officers Association Secretary 
Danny Goghan said be was de- 
lighted the siege had ended with- 
out loss of life or serious injury. 

The riot provoked accusations 
from a civil-liberties group that 
the state government had ignored 
repeated warnings about “primi- 
tive" conditions m the limestone 


and timber prison, one of Austra- 
lia’s oldest. 

The midday temperature in 
Fremantle on Monday, in the- 
nuddle of the southern hemis- 
phere summer, reached 42 degree 
Celsius (108 degrees Fahrenheit). 

John Doohan, secretary of tbe 
Western Australian Human 
Rights and Civil Liberties Watch 
Committee, said cells had no 
running water and prisoners had 
only a bucket as a toilet for 15 
hours a day. 

“Fire engines last night could 
not fit through the main gates. 
They could not get up ana fight 
the fire,” Mr. Doohan said. 


‘NASA letting safety take back seat 1 


oy reiepoone irom me soumera ATLANTA (Agencies) — An 

re S on ' -j j j internal report by NASA safety 

He said the two dead were experts concludes that two years 
prisoner^ and four hostages, a ^ ^ Challenger disaster the 
pohce officer and an inmate were stiff lacks the en- 

wounded. The dead and wound- ^ ieers> guidelines or leadership 
ed were removed from the t0 ensure sa f e ty 0 f manned 

***«*■ spaceflight. 

Two hostages, a man and a The report was prepared by a 
woman, managed to flee when committee of safety experts for 
the special police unit of 20 offic- officials with the National 


ers pushed its way into the re- 
mote prison 96 kilometres from 
Porto Alegre, a city of 1.3 million 
people some 1.560 kilometres 
south of Rio, Motta said. 

“Police chased the remaining 
inmates and hostages into a smal- 
ler section of the prison,” Motta 
said. “We know two died and six 
others were injured.” 

Motta said there were uncon- 
firmed reports a female hostage 
had been stabbed to death by a 
prisoner. ■ 

“Police continue negotiating 
with the inmates,” be said. 


Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration (NASA) and obtained by 
the Atlanta Journal — Constitu- 
tion, which published details in 
Tuesday editions. 

Safety is taking a back seat to 
schedule pressures and costs de- 
spite agency efforts at reform, 
spurred by the January 1986 
Challenger explosion that des- 
troyed the shuttle and killed 
seven astronauts. 

“As one worker put it, ‘their 
words say safety, but their actions 
say don't worry about it,’ ” the 
committee said in its report. 

The committee cited “disturb- 


ing signs” that some pre-Chalien- 
ger safety problems identified in 
the aftermath of the accident still 
exist. 

NASA officials Monday ack- 
nowledged the problems singled 
out by the committee but said 
they already were working to 
correct them. They said the re- 
port was not meant for public 
distribution. 


The newspaper said American 
space agency officials hoped to 
have enough information by the 


end of this week to decide 
whether another design can be- 
used that would allow a late 
summer shuttle flight. 

The test failure on Dec. 23 was 
the latest setback for U.S. efforts 
to resume shuttle flights. 

A large part of the nozzle that 


Committee members said they swivels to guide a rocket lifting 
had hoped the report would be shuttle into space broke apart 
sent to Congress. during the test. That part of the 


The eight-member safety risk 
assessment ad hoc committee 
submitted the report in August 
after a three-month review of the 
agency's revamped safety poli- 
cies, procedures and personnel. 

Engineers blame a design flaw 
for the failure of a space shuttle 
rocket test last month, but say 
resumption of U.S. shuttle flights 
by late summer is still possible, 
the Washington Post reported ou 
Tuesday. 


during the test. That part of the 
rocket was not involved in the 
Challenger disaster. 

NASA indefinitely postponed 
a shuttle flight planned for next 
June because or the test failure. 

Engineers for the rocket’s buil- 
der, Morton Thiokol, concluded 
on Monday that a design flaw led 
to the test failure, the newspaper 
said. 

It said NASA hoped to be able 
to switch to an alternative design 
that was successfully tested m 
September. 


Hotelier insured against rain 

MUSCAT, Oman (AP) - A Greek hotel manager received a 
20,000 rial (552.000) check because he took oat msuranceagamst 
rain falling in Muscat, one of the world's hottest capitals. The 
average rainfall is less than 75 millimetre (2.95 inches) a year in 
the capital of the Sultanate. “They laughed at me. saving ft was 
monev for old rope, because it rains about once a year here.* said 
Tolly "Papayannis. 44. manager of the Ai Fafaj Hotel m Muscat. 
“Bui Fm a conservative sort of guy.” He related that the company 
thought he had too much sun in a climate which fops 50 degrees 
Celsius (more than 220 degrees Fahrenheit) and charged him 500 
rials ($1,300) asa premium fur insuring against the cancellation of 
an open air concert for which he had sold nearly 2,000 tickets. 
Papayannis had the last laugh when ft rained on the night of the 
conceit on New Year's Eve. The equivalent of two month’s rain 
fell, making the evening a washout. 

Sinatra to earn $lm in 1 honr 

GOLD COAST. Australia (AP) — Frank Sinatra will earn Si 
million for a one-hour concert, the entertainers manager, Eliot 
Weisman. confirmed Tuesday. Sinatra. 72, will perform Saturday 
night at the New S2 70-mil lion Sanctuary Cove resort and 
residential complex on the Gold Coast. 80 kilometres south of 
Brisbane. Weisman said Sinatra's fee was not an unusual one. 
“This is a special event in a foreign country. It (the fee) has 
happened before and will happen again.” Weisman said at a news 
conference called to end rumours that Sinatra would pull out of 
the engagement at the last minute. Sinatra last visited Australia m 
1974 when his visit was cut short after be called female reporters 
“bookers” and male newsmen “drunks ” At that time, Sinatra 
said he was unlikely to return to Australia. “Frank has put all that 
behind him." Weisman said, “ft didn't even come up in 
discussions.” Organisers are hoping for a crowd of 47;n0O for the 
Sinatra concert. 

Chinese go broke over wedding expenses 

PEKING (R) — Chinese families spend as much as Hi years 
wages on weddings and young couples often taste the bitterness of 
debt rather than the sweetness of love, the People's Daily said on 
Tuesday. Tbe Wnhan People's Broadcasting . Radio network 
received a letter from a distraught mother whose son had forced 
her to finance a tag wedding, the newspaper reported. After the 
son succeeded in getting the money, he proceeded to carry off his 
mother's refrigerator, tbe letter said, “i was so upset I went to 
court to sue my son.” she wrote. Last month. China Youth News 
said couples m southern Hunan province each spent up to three 
years income on wedding?. The publication urged Chinese to 
Instead celebrate weddings by planting trees and' having ptctscs. 
In Wuhan, a large industrial city m central China, weddings cost 


an average of S2.250 — the equivalent of 10 years wages, the 
People's Daily said. The average Chinese urban worker in 1986 
earned S225 a year, while rural workers made about half that. 


China vows to end leaky toilet problem 

PEKING (R) — The Chinese governmemtas p t u i flBfcd a new- 
five-year plan — to solve the national leaky tffcf prottom. Noisy 
toilets which waste water and leak because nf ^p/ilrf-fafchfegtd 
design and poor quality are a problem for MSfim of Chinese 
families, the Economic Daily said on Tuesday, ft is planned to 
produce 300.000 pieces of modem lavatory equipment iyear until 
1993. That will help some of China's 200 million dty dwellers, 
though not necessarily its 800 milhon peasants. 

‘Spinster left hoard worth millions' 


the Iranian News Agency' IRNA has said. It said Maiek Afats 
Akhavanpoor. who died two months ago while picking figs, had 
inherited the goods from her father who imported them before 
the 1979 revolution. Apart from the milk powder, which had 
decomposed, tbeYihcluded cameras, photocopiers and cosmetics. 
IRNA said fo /a report monitored in Nicosia. U said the 
government would appropriate up to 80 per cent of her asses 
because she had riot left a will. 

The Dead voted best picture of ’87 

NEW YORK ( AP) — The National Society of Film Critics voted 
the Dead, the last film directed by the late John Huston, as Best 
Picture of 1987. the society has* announced. The film, set it 
Ireland, is based on a storv by James Joyce. The Oscar-winner 


three awards; Best Director, Best Screenplay and Best Cinema- 
tography. Steve Martin was voted Best Actor for his role in 
Roxanne, and Emily Lloyd was voted Best Actress for her role as 
a rebellious teen-ager in Wish You Were Here. Richard Road, 
the former director of the New York Film Festival, was given a 
special award for his work, the society’ said in a statement. The 
votes for the 22 annual awards were tabulated Sunday. The 
society is made up of 39 critics from major U.S. pubhearions- 

FBI hot on the trail of pepper thieves 

OAKLAND, California (R) — Thieves stole seven tons of black 
pepper worth about $20,000 from a warehouse on Oakland’s 
waterfront, the FBI said on Monday. Agents said tbe thieves used 
a forklift truck to force open a door mid then cut off an alarm 
before making off with 8S bags of Indonesian pepper. 

White House getting new barriers 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Construction has started on bc* 
protective barricades in front of the White House, whs* 
President Ronald Reagan lives and conducts business. The 
hew barricade will consist of 38-inch- (97-centimetre-) high posts 
called bollards. They will be next to the curb, spaced four feet (1.2 
metres) apart and be linked by a thick chain. “When finished* it 
will be veiy attractive, mudi more attractive than the jersey 


grounds. The existing White House barriers are befog moved to 
the curb lane of Pennsylvania Avenue until tbe bollards are 
completed. After that, they will be removed, Ms. Alley said- 

Yugoslavian premier recovering 

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) — Premier Branko Mikulic has 
shown marked recovery since he was hospitalised with a high 

fever in a Bfilarads m i I rf on/ hnenival ,L. T i. 
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panel of doctors at the Military Medical Academy reported 
pere have been no details released on the nature of the Alness of. 
i year "°i? P re * nier i and it was not known bow 

L °J ger remain hojpkahscd -since he was 

admitted on Dec. 30. 
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